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Goodbye, Harry. 
Hello, Broadway 
and Beyond. 
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“THE MORE OUTRAGEOUS 
THE BETTER!” 


Gwen Stefani 


Gwen is wearing Voluminous False Fiber Lashes in Blackest Black. 
©2011 LOréal USA, Inc. lorealparisusa.com 


NOW, THE POWER OF 
SCULPTING FIBERS 


CREATE THE 
MOST OUTRAGEOUS 
FALSE LASH LOOK. 


NEW 
VOLUMINOUS 
FALSE FIBER LASHES” 


MASCARA 


Our most technically advanced volume. 


Exclusive sculpting fibers wrap every lash 
to build the most incredible false lash effect. 


Also available in waterproof. \ : , 
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Discover the Power 
of Sculpting Fibers 


Pledge to “Never Fake It Again” 
Visit us on facebook.convViorealparis | 


Because you're worth it.™ 
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Pour this Campbell’s® Chunky™ soup over instant mashed potatoes 
or microwavable rice, and dinner is served. Grab dozens of dinner 
ideas at chunky.com. 
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ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY / DE 


Features 


Entertainers 
of the Year This 
was the year that 
Daniel Radcliffe put 
away his wand and 


slipped on his dancing Departm ents aie 
Editor'sNote 
"The Must List Seite e 
_ News and Notes a 
_ TheBullseye — ries = 


shoes. It was the year 
Brad Pitt ran a baseball 
team and Viola Davis 
hit a home run. It was 
the year Trey Parker 
and Matt Stone did 
unspeakable things on 
Broadway—and 
Melissa McCarthy sat 


ona sink. The following Reviews hes 
performers wowedus Movies 


beyond words. So we 
asked people like Julia 


Roberts, Meryl Streep, * Music " 
and Sandra Bullockto ri 


write about them for 
us. Turns out they were 
pretty wowed too. 


ON THE COVERS 
Daniel Radcliffe 
photographed 
exclusively for EW 
by Martin Schoeller 
on Nov. 22, 2011 in 
New York City 


STYLING: SAM SPECTOR/ 
STOCKLANDMARTELCOM; 
GROOMING: NATANYA PACHT: 
PROP STYLING: THOM DRIVER/ 
HALLEY RESOURCES; TUXEDO: 
SIMON SPURR: SHIRT, POCKET 
SQUARE, SHIRT STUDS: BROOKS 
BROTHERS; BOW TIE: CUSTOM 
MADE BY DAVID AUGUST, CUFF 
LINKS: SWAROVSKI 

Adele. Photograph 
by Rankin/Trunk 


Archive 


The cast of 
Bridesmaids 
photographed 
exclusively for EW 
by Martin Schoeller 
in November 2011 


Louis CK. 
Photograph by 
Matthew Salacuse/ 
Corbis Outline 
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CRAZY, STUPID IN LOVE 
WITH EMMA STONE 
The actress charmed 
us on the big and small 
screens this year 
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FOLLOW ME ON TWITTER > (9 @JessCagleEW 


AT LAST! THE TABLET ARRIVES 
AND LIBBY RETURNS 


Picking EW’s Entertainers of the Year always 
makes for a good time—even when our voting 
process turns into a brawl. Our 2011 list ranges 
from Daniel Radcliffe (a shoo-in for the top slot) 
to Louis C.K., and it features an army of incredibly 


impressive guest writers: Julia Roberts on Adele, Meryl 
Streep on Viola Davis, and Sandra Bullock on Trey Parker 
and Matt Stone. It’s the perfect issue, in fact, to launch EW 
on the tablet. That’s right, our tablet version is here and you're 
going to love it. You may already have our indispensable Must 
List iPad app, but now you can read the whole magazine in 


The digital tablet 
version of EW 


4 
Ournew Pago 
columnist, Libby § 
Gelman-Waxner 


print, on your iPad, on your Nook Color, 
on your Kindle Fire, and on other 
tablets. Even better news: If you’re a 
print subscriber, the tablet versions are 
free (go to ew.com/allaccess for details). 
A special thanks goes to our very smart 
and creative tablet team led by Henry 
Goldblatt, Heather Haggerty, Jennifer 
Laga, and Lou Vogel. EW was practi- 
cally born for these digital platforms, 
where you can download music and 
books, buy movie tickets, play trailers, 
and all that good stuff. Have fun. 
More good news: Libby Gelman- 
Waxner is back! You may recall Libby’s 
genius, hilarious If You Ask Me column 
in Premiere years ago. The deeply shallow 
and somewhat mysterious Libby was 
billed as “America’s most beloved and 
irresponsible critic.” (She called Wall 
Street “an illustration of all the terrible 
things that can happen to a person who 
wants to date Daryl Hannah.”) Starting 
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with this issue (see page 31), the column 
will appear regularly in EW. And begin- 
ning in January, Libby will grace our 
website, EW.com, in a recurring Ask 
Libby feature. Now, some of you will be 
asking, “Who is Libby?” Personally, I 
think Libby is all of us, because the 
column so scathingly articulates what 
we're all really thinking when we watch 
movies. Here at EW, Libby can cover 
all kinds of pop culture, though I think 
her first love is film—or as Libby calls 
it, “an important arena of expression, 
as well as a wonderful excuse to drink 
Diet Coke.” 


ee 


JESS CAGLE, 
MANAGING EDITOR 
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FEEDBACK 


Talking Turkey 
When | saw Reese 
Witherspoon on the 
first page of “Stars’ 
Worst Movies,” | 
knew her worst film 
had to be Overnight 
Delivery. Why? 
Because I've seen it a 
thousand times—it’s 
my guilty pleasure! 
So bad, yet so good. 
What a fun article. 
LIZ STRAIN 

Chicago 


Cyborg 2, Fire on the 
Amazon: Too many 
of the movies you 
picked were made by 
struggling actors who 
later made it. It would 
have been more inter- 
esting to choose films 
with big budgets and 
more star power: 
Jennifer Aniston in 
Derailed, or Angelina 
Jolie in Life or 
Something Like It. 


ROB PHELPS 
San Jose, Calif. 


Breaking Point 
As an educated 
adult woman and 
self-described Twi- 
hard, | can’t take Lisa 
Schwarzbaum’s 
Breaking Dawn 
review seriously 
when it’s so heavily 


YOUR 


CASH BACK 


OLN 


laced with condem- 
nation of the source 
material (Movies). 
People who read 
Twilight are not 
under the false 
impression that we're 
reading Shakespeare. 
We read the books 
because it’s easy to 
get lost in the idea of 
finding a true love 
and a happy ending. 
KIM BURCH 

New York City 

Thank you, Lisa 
Schwarzbaum, for 
your refreshingly 
honest review of 
Breaking Dawn. 

| agree whole- 
heartedly with your 
assertion that Bella 
is a terrible role 
model for girls. You 
touched on many of 
the things | find 
worrisome in the 


series, such as Bella's 
passiveness and 
contented readiness 
to give up everything 
in her life for Edward. 
Girls should look up 
to female characters 
with more substance 
and learn to be 
confident and happy 
with themselves. 


REBECCA CAMMARATA 
Keyport, N.J. 


A Case of 
Mistaken Identity 
| saw Hugo, which 
you just reviewed 
(Movies). Is that 
Johnny Depp (listed 
as a producer) playing 
guitar in the small 
band that appears in 
a few scenes? 

DAN KLIMOVICH 
tae Ciao 


has confirmed that the 
actor in question is not, 
in fact, Johnny Depp. 


The Strong 
Silent Type 

In “5 Fabulous Silent- 
Film Classics” 
(Movies), how could 
Owen Gleiberman 
ignore The Passion 
of Joan of Arc, the 
greatest film of the 
silent era—and also 
one of the greatest 
films of all time? 


BRIDGET BAKER 
Columbia, S.C. 


ij Owen Gleiberman 


responds: 
Two other famously great 


films that | left off my list 
are Nosferatu and 
Intolerance. Trust me, 
though, | didn’t “ignore” 
them (or The Passion of 
Joan of Arc). | felt that all 
of these films are so iconic 
that | wanted to find 
other—in my opinion, 
equally great—silent 
movies to share. | also 
wanted to choose films 
that influenced the style 
of The Artist, and The 
Passion of Joan of Arc in all 
its sublime severity, did not. 
CORRECTION 

We misspelled actor 

Karl Slover’s name 
(Monitor). Best remem- 
bered as one of the last 
surviving Munchkins from 
The Wizard of Oz Slover 
passed away on Nov. 15. 


S04 WRITE TO US! We want to know what you think. Send 

mS emails to ew_letters@ew.com or mail to 135 W. 50th St, 
New York, NY 10020. Include your name, address, and telephone 
number. Letters may be edited for clarity or length. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 

For 24/7 service, please use our website 
(www.ew.com/customerservice), or call 1-800-828-6882. 
You can also write to ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

at P.O. Box 30608, Tampa, FL 33630-0608. 


MCCONAUGHEY: NEW LINE CINEMA/PHOTOFEST; WILLIS: PARAMOUNT/EVERETT COLLECTION 


Oh, you guys are gonna get I think you could have found Surfer, Dude? | am in no way I'm surprised you missed 
an earful for calling even more humiliating defending it, but deeper North, which is easily Elijah 
Equilibrium Christian Bale’s examples for “Stars’ digging into the vaults might Wood's worst film—as well 
worst film. Granted, it’s a Worst Movies.” Like Jake have unearthed anevenbigger as the worst film of virtually 
Matrix knockoff. But how can Gyllenhaal in Bubble Boy, gem of Mr. McConaughey’s: everyone who was in it: Bruce 
you ignore the truly abysmal or My Father the Hero with Return of the Texas Willis, Alan Arkin, Kathy 
Captain Corelli’s Mandolin? Katherine Heigl}. Chainsaw Massacre. Bates, Scarlett Johansson. 
PATRICK TAYLOR MARYBETH SIMONE NICOLE TEPPER DAN BURKE 
Norfolk, Va. Wantagh, NY. Pittsburgh Roslindale, Mass. 
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Cash Back Card 
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Chase Freedom® gives you a full 1% cash back from your first purchase. Unlike the Largest 
Cash Back Card, which only gives you 0.25% until you spend $3,000, every year. 


Don’t get short changed. 
Get your cash back? CHASE 


Visit or your local bra today. 


Chase Freedom credit cards are issued by Chase Bank USA, N.A. Restrictions and limitations apply. © 2011 JPMorgan Chase & Co, All rights reserved. 


Now, truly Unlimited data for 


your IPhone: Only from Sprint. 


Get Unlimited data from a national carrier with no throttling, no metering and no 
overages. The Everything Data plan for iPhone 4S. All while on the Sprint network. 


Sprin 


$7999 Unlimited data plus Unlimited text and calling | sprint.com/iPhone 
permonth to any mobile with an Everything Data plan. ! 800-SPRINT-1 
Anew-line activation is required. Requires a two-year Agreement per line. Roaming and . 800-777-4681 
prohibited network use limitations apply. Other monthly charges apply—see below.** Or visit any Sprint store. 


**Monthly charges exclude taxes, Sprint Surcharges (including USF charge of up to 15.3% [varies quarterly], Administrative Charge [up to $1.99/line/mo.], Regulatory Charge [$0.40/line/mo.] and state/local fees by area 
(approx. 5-20%]). Sprint Surcharges are not taxes or government-required charges and are subject to change. Details: sprint.com/taxesandfees. May require a two-year Agreement, up to a $36 activation fee/line, credit approval 
and deposit. Up to a $350/line early termination fee (ETF) for advanced devices (no ETF for Agreements canceled in compliance with Sprint's return policy). Everything Data Plan: Includes 450 Anytime Minutes/mo. Includes a $10/mo 
Premium Data add-on charge (no discounts apply). Additional Anytime Minutes: Up to $0.45/mini nts: Mon.—Thurs. 7pm-7am; Weekends: Fri. 7am—Mon. 7am. Partial minutes are charged as full minutes. Any Mobile, Anytime: 
Applies when directly dialing/receiving standard voice calls between domestic ¥ ll is placed using independent t tid: Bald and Spo databases. Standard off-network roaming rates/restrictions apply. 
Excludes calls to voicemail, 411 and isd indirect methods. Messaging: Includes te i $ ed from the U.S, are $0.20/message, from outside the 
U.S. $0.50/message. Data: Premium content/downloads (games may result in additional charges. International services 
to deny, terminate, modify, disconnect or suspend service if off 
vertised and notwithstanding those restrictions, engaging in such 
uses will not rest hrottling {limiting dat se act on, See in-store materials or sprint.com/termsandconditions for sp ic prohibited 
uses pei Terms: C g é rk reaches over 274 million people. Offers and service plan features are not available in all markets/ 
retail locations or for all phones. erms, j customer ly. ©2011 Sprint. All rights reserved. Sprint and the logo are trademarks of Sprint. TM and © 2011 Apple 
Inc, All rights reserved. Some rint.com for the property of their respe owners. 


Voice/Data Usage Limitation: 
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LEWIS: KENT SMITH/SHOWTIME; DANES: RONEN AKERMAN/SHOW TIME; HAMILTON: ADRIAN SIDNEY/SONY MUSIC; THE POLYPHONIC SPREE: CHRIS PIZZELLO/REUTERS/CORBIS 


— / The Top 10 Things We Love This Week /——— 


©MUSTLIST 


HOMELAND finale 


Easily one of this fia 
fall’s best new series, § 
the conspiracy I 
drama wraps up § 

its thrillin 
first season with @ 
Carrie racing to : 3 
prevent a possible 


terrorist attack. 
Season 2 can’t 
come soon enough. 5 . 
(Showtime, Fe Ld, BieNSS 
Dec. 18,10 p.m.) Til i * Mh. 
3, ALEXANDER GIRARD, 
by Todd Oldham and Kiera Coffee 


The late textile designer Girard continues 
to have a major impact on design trends 
today. Now much of his life’s work— 
including many never-before-seen 
designs—has been lovingly compiled in 
this gorgeous coffee-table book. 


er la 


BACK TO LOVE, Ve HSMOT SALEMANDER “IT’S CHRISTMAS,” ite 


Anthony Hamilton The ike C ZONA TZOnNAte Polyphonic Spree The indie- 
grown-and-sexy soul star is back with Yat. : rock choir set aside this spirited tune in 
his latest studio album, a vivid set of songs ; NC&ESPRd RIG QT PPESS 2003, but they recently rediscovered the 
about love after 40 that’s also available in 4.41 ZOINAHALE TL original tracks and are offering it for down- 
an expanded deluxe edition. y : D : load or on vinyl. (goodrecordsrecordings.com) 
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YOUNG ADULT Juno director Jason Reitman and writer Diablo Cody reteamed 

to create this daring black comedy about an embittered woman (an expert Charlize 
Theron) dead set on seducing her now-married high school boyfriend. It opens in limited 
release on Dec. 9, then goes wide on Dec. 16. (Rated R) 


BLOOD AND GIFTS, Off 
Broadway JI. Rogers’ new play 
at Lincoln Center is a real rarity: He takes a 
subject that seems more suited to dry 
policy papers—Afghanistan in the 1980s— 
and creates a smart, entertaining spy thriller. 


8. BON IVER 
deluxe edition 
Celebrate Justin 
Vernon and his 
band’s four Grammy 
nominations 
(including Best New 
Artist) by checking 
out a unique new 
edition of last 
summer's self-titled 
album, featuring 
a naturalistic 
video 
accompani- 
ment for each 
of its 10 tracks. 


9. THE ARTIST OF 
DISAPPEARANCE, 
by Anita Desai 

The 74-year-old author 
proves she’s a master 
of her craft with her 
latest work, a collection 
of three novellas set in 
India that explore the 


‘ 


struggle between 10 HEAVENLY CREATURES on Blu-ray 
traditional culture and Before he helmed the Lord of the Rings trilogy and 
modernity through she starred in Titanic, director Peter Jackson and Kate Winslet 
artful prose and collaborated on this eerie 1994 film about murderous teen- 
subtle characters. agers that melds horror, fantasy, and true crime. (Rated R) 
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STEPHEN 
KING'S BAG 
OF BONES 


NOILI3T1IOD £1383A3/XVINVUIW “SIYNLYIYD ATNZAVSH “SZOVWI ALL39/MOUVdS ALSIB® “U3AI NOS “NOSNDIBI SITUVHD “Lb “SLID GNY COOTE “JWY/NOGYY3Y SIYHD ‘S3INOG 30 OYE ‘OSNYYD ‘A dITNIHd LINGY ONNOA 


“Kk G lot. 
p qi little. 


riu S Y Meet the newest member of the Prius Family. It has all the cargo space you'd expect from a small SUV* 
Yet it still gets the fuel efficiency of a Prius. The all-new Prius v from Toyota. More Prius. More possibilities. 


Options shown. *Cargo and load capacity limited by weight and distribution. ©2011 Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. toyota.com/priusv & 


moving forward 


2 


a7 *. 
/¥ you're gama to take the plunge, make sure it's 


BALE: NEW PICTURES FILM; MONEYBALL: MELINDA SUE GORDON; THE DESCENDANTS: MERIE WALLACE; THE IRON LADY: ALEX BAILEY; DRIVE: RICHARD FOREMAN JR.; THE ARTIST: PETER IOVINO; OSCAR STATUETTE: ALBERT WATSON/OSCAR ® STATUETTE © AMPAS © 


Brad Pittwith 
Jonah Hill in 
Moneyball 


The Descendants’ 
George Clooney 


The Awards 
Season 


eee OF 


BY DAVE KARGER 


Drive's 
Ryan Gosling © 


\ 


~ ~The Artist's Jean’ 
The Iron Lady's® jardin and 
Meryl Streep _  «Bérénice Beloy 
“ £ 


IF THE FIRST BATCH of pre-Academy Award honors is 
any indication, Oscar may be feeling pretty nostalgic this 
year. In the space of 72 hours last week, the New York Film 
Critics Circle, National Board of Review, Gotham Awards, 
and Independent Spirit Awards all announced their honor- 
ees and—despite the fact that none of the four voting bodies 
has significant overlap with the Oscars—began to shape 
the awards season. Most notably, the New York critics and 
National Board of Review gave their respective best- 
picture prizes to the black-and-white silent film The Artist 
and Martin Scorsese’s 3-D ode to film preservation, Hugo— 
both Thanksgiving-weekend releases that honor cinema’s 
bygone era. The Artist in particular emerged as an early 
front-runner by scoring five Spirit nods and landing on the 
NBR’s top 10 list. Here’s how several other high-profile 
contenders fared in the Oscar game’s first inning: 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


GEORGE CLOONEY After failing to earn 
a Best Male Lead nomination from the 
Spirit Awards—a surprising omission 
considering his starring vehicle, The 
Descendants, received four major nods 
including Best Feature—the presumed 
Oscar front-runner roared back with a 
Best Actor win from the NBR, his third 
in five years. As a bonus, his directorial 
effort, The Ides of March, also found its 
way onto the group’s top 10. 

BRAD PITT The Moneyball star cemented 
his status as one of his pal Clooney’s 
major competitors with a Best Actor 
victory from the New York critics (who 
honored Pitt jointly for Moneyball and 
The Tree of Life). It wasn’t all good news 
for Pitt, however: Moneyball failed to 
earn any recognition from the NBR. 
—>MERYL STREEP AND TILDA SWINTON 
These past Oscar winners each scored 
important wins: Streep from the New 
York critics for her uncanny turn as 
Margaret Thatcher in The Iron Lady 
and Swinton from the NBR as the 
mother of a troubled teen in We Need 
to Talk About Kevin. In this year’s 
crowded Best Actress field (which 
includes The Help’s Viola Davis, Albert 
Nobbs’ Glenn Close, and My Week With 
Marilyn’s Michelle Williams), such a 
head start is crucial. But neither 
woman should pop the champagne 
just yet—last year’s New York critics 


winner, The Kids Are All Right’s Annette 
Bening, failed to take home the Oscar, 
while the NBR honoree, Another Year’s 
Lesley Manville, wasn’t even nominated. 
> MIDNIGI / PARIS It wasn’t a great 
week for Woody Allen’s hit summer 
comedy. It earned only two minor nods 
at the Spirit Awards (Best Supporting 
Male for Ernest Hemingway portrayer 
Corey Stoll and Best Cinematography). 
Then it was completely skunked by 
both the New York critics and the 
NBR. The film needs to do well at next 
week’s Golden Globe and SAG Award 
nominations to regain its footing. 

+> DRIVE Long considered stalled by 
many prognosticators, the violent Ryan 
Gosling drama surprised by racking up 
four Spirit nominations, including Best 
Feature, Best Male Lead for Gosling, 
and Best Supporting Male for creepy 


wt 


“eWoody Alfen's 
Midnightin Paris 

* fiasn't fared well in 
early awards 


villain Albert Brooks. Then Brooks was 
named Best Supporting Actor by the 
New York critics, and the film was a 
surprise entry on the NBR top 10. Can 
it be a viable contender? 

> ANIMATED MOVIES While the NBR 
gave its Best Animated Feature prize 
to Johnny Depp’s Rango, the New York 
critics refused to bestow that honor 

on any entry for the first time since 
instituting the category in 2000. “What 
I perceived was a pronounced lack of 
enthusiasm for any of the animated films 
this year,” says New York Film Critics 
Circle chairman John Anderson. The 
Oscars will have no such luxury: Rules 
dictate that since more than 16 animated 
films are eligible, there must be five 
nominees. Which means voters may 
find themselves nostalgic for a bygone 
animation era...of last year. m 


Why Adele Will Rule the Show ™— i 


After years of honor- On Nov. 30, the Wasting Light. hipsters, with 4 
ing boomer picks like 23-year-old retro- Although Kanye nods for Wis- 

Herbie Hancock or soul singer earned six Wrestled the pack consin folk act 
Robert Plant and nominations, includ- with seven nods, his Bon Iver and 


Alison Krauss, the 
Academy is finally 
realizing that the 
only thing Grammy 
viewers love more 
than old people is 
young people who 
sound like the classic 
singers loved by old 
people. Which is why 
next year’s Grammys 
will no doubt belong 
to Adele. 


ing best song, record, 
and album. The rest 
of the list was sur- 
prisingly pop-heavy: 
Lady Gaga's Born 
This Way, Rihanna's 
Loud, and Bruno 
Mars’ Doo-Wops & 
Hooligans rounded 
out the Album of the 
Year picks, along 
with the sole rock 
choice, Foo Fighters’ 


critical hit My Beauti- 
ful Dark Twisted 
Fantasy was 
snubbed for Album 
of the Year. Similarly, 
Taylor Swift's Speak 
Now was left to vie 
only for Best Country 
Album, probably 
inspiring her famous 
Surprised Face. 

The Academy did 
try to appease the 


dance-music kingpin 
Skrillex. But the 
only one who can 
bridge the gap 
between the 

crate diggers and 
the mainstream is 
Adele. Now it’s just a 
matter of which vin- 
tage elbow-length 
gloves she'll wear to 
accept her trophies. 
—Melissa Maerz 
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Nominees Kanye West, 
Adele, and Rihanna 
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SMELL BETTER THAN 
YOURSELF _. 


NEWS AND NOTES 


THE SHAW REPORT | IN Madonnaand 


BY JESSICA SHAW the Super Bowl 


Michael Jackson: The 
Immozstal World Tour 


A Michael Jackson 
Show Hits Vegas 


AS MICHAEL JACKSON’S doctor Conrad 
Murray begins his jail term in connection 
with the singer’s death, the new Cirque du 
Soleil show in Las Vegas celebrates much 
happier memories. On Dec. 3, the Mandalay Bay resort hosted 
the city’s splashy opening of Michael Jackson: The Immortal 
World Tour. The show will play there through Dec. 27 before 
hitting more than 40 other U.S. markets. Jmmortal combines 
songs, videos, and voice-overs from the singer with Cirque’s 
signature theatrics and acrobatics, to dizzying effect. Dozens 
of classic Jackson tunes are packed into the two-hour show. 
Early on, five Afroed men dance to “I Want You Back” in front 
of video of the Jackson Five; later, a pair of gymnasts spec- 
tacularly work their way through “I Just Can’t Stop Loving 
You” on a floor-to-ceiling pole. Unsurprisingly, quirk abounds 
too: One dancer is costumed as Jackson's chimp, Bubbles. 
Cirque co-owns Jmmortal with Jackson’s estate and has plans 
to launch a different, permanent Jackson Las Vegas show in 
2018 similar to its very successful Beatles show Love and Viva 
Elvis. Which means Vegas visitors will be experiencing his 
musical legacy for a long time to come. —Tanner Stransky 


WHO WILL WIN THE X FACTOR? 


At press time, five acts remained in the series’ 
first season: rock wailer Josh Krajcik (right), 
diva belter Melanie Amaro, songwriting rapper 
Chris Rene, cheese wedge Marcus Canty, and 
figment of Simon Cowell's imagination 
Rachel Crow. Chris is original but has trouble 
with those pesky melodies. Rachel and Marcus 
are natural entertainers, but do voters want 
flash? Or a truly amazing singer? 

OUR PREDICTION Melanie and Josh are the 
final two; Josh wins. —Annie Barrett 


| 5 MINUTES AGO OUT Madonnaand 
Madonnaand Brahim Kabbalah 


© Jay-Z-themed course being offered at Georgetown 
University All questions to the professor must be posed in 
the form of “Can | get a...” And the final is a 99-problem set. 


© Brian Williams calmly delivers NBC Nightly News 
broadcast while fire alarm blares Fifty-six percent 
chance it was Tracy Jordan's fault. (Forty-four percent 
chance it was Tracy Morgan’s.) 


© Jersey Shore’s Pauly D signs to 50 Cent’s G-Note 
record label Get a rich, dark tan or die tryin’. 

© Kris Humphries responds to Kim Kardashian’s divorce 
papers by filing for annulment You say divorce/| say 
annulment/Let's call the whole thing off! 

© Hanson to release India Pale Ale beer called MmmHop 
MmmStop? 

© Cee Lo Green says he couldn’t finish getting tattoo 
of family tree on back because it was too painful 
Wasn't exactly a picnic for the tattoo artist either, what 
with Cee Lo shouting one of his song titles at him. 

© Fox Business Channel pundits blast the Muppets 

as anticorporate leftists Just wait until they see The 
Muppets Take Lower Manhattan. 


© Under-construction Seattle-area concert hall for 
symphony and theater to encourage use of smartphones 
“WTF?!? Violins r botching Concerto Grosso Op. 6 inD 
Major! Can't ‘Handel’ this anymore! Meet uin lobby in 5!” 
© CBS changes title of Rob Schneider-marries-into-a- 
Mexican-American-family sitcom from iRob! to Rob 
“Hey, get these things off me!” hissed Undercover Boss! 
Tl m trying to lie low herel’ 


© Charlie Sheen jets off to \ Colombia tn m not going to 
draw any conclusions here, but his carry-on item was 
a full-length mirror. 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


HOLLYWOOD 


What’s Goi 
on Behind 


the Scenes 


INSIDER 


Movies) 
Bale Sheds the Cope 
For The Flowers of War 


HE’S THE REIGNING Best Supporting Actor Oscar winner, and next 
year Christian Bale may conquer anew Academy Award category: Best 
Foreign Language Film. Bale stars in China’s official Oscar entry, The 
Flowers of War (in U.S. theaters Dec. 23), a historical drama from director 
Zhang Yimou in which Bale plays an American man who masquerades as a 
priest in an attempt to protect 26 Chinese women and girls from being 
raped by invading Japanese military forces in the 1930s. Though the film 
contains the type of nail-biting fight scenes for which Zhang (Howse of 
Flying Daggers) is known, Bale says they feel quite different 

from his work in Batman films. “Batman is a guy who’s out 
there with a purpose and plan; he’s not surprised by 
occurrences. Things tend to go his way,” says the actor, 
whose Flowers of War character at one point hides in 
a vat of flour to escape the Japanese. “With this, as it 
should be with a character who’s not running around 
dressed as a bat, it’s a mess. This guy is caught by sur- 
prise. He’s nota trained fighter. I liked that messiness 
and chaos.” Bale was also impressed with his costars, 
particularly the young women who portray traumatized 
schoolchildren. “The girls had to be able to cry,” says 
Zhang, who put his amateur actors through a long 
audition process. “When Christian saw 
them cry, his heart was almost breaking: 
‘How can these girls cry so much?’ We 
said, ‘Don’t worry, they’ve done this a 
million times’ ” In fact, Bale says his 
costars reminded him a bit of himself 
as a boy. “The thing I found so funny is 
that alot of them were 13, and I did 

a movie when! was 13,” he says, refer- 
ring to 1987’s Empire of the Sun. “A lot 
of them said, ‘I don’t want to do this 
ever again’ And I was like, ‘All right, 
you watch. Because that’s exactly what 
Isaid when I was 13, But it’s pretty 
addictive.” —DAVE KARGER 


Christian Bale; 
(inset) The Flowers 
of War 
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Hollywood Hit With 
Child Sex Scandals 


> Just as charges 
of child abuse have 
upended the college- 
sports world in the 
past month, they're 
now shaking Holly- 
wood. On Nov. 29, 
Martin Weiss, 47, a 
self-employed talent 
agent, was arrested 
and charged with 
eight counts of child 
molestation. Weiss 
had worked with 
child actors for 

14 years—helping 
them secure roles 
on shows such as 
Nickelodeon’s iCarly 
and Disney Channel's 
Good Luck Charlie— 
when a former client 
claimed Weiss 
sexually abused him 
multiple times over 
a three-year period. 
(Weiss has pleaded 
not guilty.) This 
came only weeks 
after news that con- 
victed child molester 
and registered sex 
offender Jason 
James Murphy 
managed to work as 
a casting assistant 
for films with child 
actors like Super 8, 
The School of Rock, 
and Bad News 
Bears by reportedly 
going by the name 
Jason James to 


avoid detection by 
authorities. (Neither 
Weiss’ attorney nor 
Murphy responded 
to EW's request 

for comment.) “This 
news has really 
rocked the commu- 
nity of former kid 
stars,” Says Paul 
Petersen, a onetime 
child actor who 
started the advocacy 
group A Minor 
Consideration, which 
petitions for stricter 
oversight of minors 
in the industry. 
Currently California 
labor laws ensure 
certain protections 
for young actors— 
including the 
stipulation that a 
parent or guardian 
be within eye- or 
earshot at all times 
during the audition 
process for those 
under 16—but many 
of those rules do 
not apply outside 
the state and are 
difficult to enforce. 
Says Petersen: “I 
think a lot more 
victims are going to 
come forward 

who have been 
empowered by the 
attention these 
cases have gotten.” 
—Keith Staskiewicz 


“T think a lot 


more victims 


are going 
to come 
forward.” 


—PAUL PETERSEN, FORMER 
CHILD ACTOR AND FOUNDER 
OF THE ADVOCACY GROUP 
A MINOR CONSIDERATION 
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TV 
Josh Lucas Joins The Firm 


Josh Lucas comes to prime time Jan. 8 on NBC's The Firm, a series that picks up 
10 years after the events of John Grisham's 1991 book (which became a feature 
film in '93). This time, Mitch (Lucas) and wife Abby (Molly Parker) get caught up 
in another conspiracy when he joins a D.C. firm. “The Firm is very much about a 
guy in a suit, running as fast as he can,” says exec producer Lukas Reiter. “That 
energy, that spirit, that adrenaline rush is what we're going for.” —Lynette Rice 
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MOVIES 


The Stooges Were Born This Vi 

Chris Diamantopoulos, Sean Hayes, and Will Sasso are the stars of The Three Stooges (out April 13)—playing Moe, 
Larry, and Curly, respectively. But the film will also show the notorious trio in a way they've never been portrayed 
before—as babies. In the just-released trailer, the little Stooges (above) are abandoned on the steps of a zany orphanage, 
where they meet Sister Mary Mengele (Larry David). The scenario will “give you some hints as to how [the Stooges’] 
eccentricities developed,” explains Fox Filmed Entertainment chairman and CEO Tom Rothman. —Shaunna Murphy 


MORE ON EW.COM For additional sneak peeks, go to ew.com/firstlook 


The best voice will rise! The hit singing competition is back, 
bigger and better than ever! Superstar coaches Christina 
Aguilera, Cee Lo Green, Blake Shelton and Adam Levine 
have a new crop of talent and expanded teams... 

but who will lead one of their protégés to victory? 


For more information go to nbc.com/the-voice kp 
A Division of NBCUniversal 
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The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo is a captivating listen that'll 


keep you on the edge of your seat for much longer than the movie— 


once you start listening you won't stop. 
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Look, 


I’m Back! 


BY LIBBY GELMAN-WAXNER 


| KNOW, | CAN’T BELIEVE it either, 
but I’m back! For many years, in the 
pages of Premiere magazine, I ruled as 
the planet’s most beloved and irrespon- 
sible film critic, along with pursuing my 
high-powered career as an assistant 
buyer in juniors activewear, and my role 
as a loving wife to Dr. Josh Waxner, a 
gifted orthodontist, and as the 
multitasking mom of two perfect chil- 
dren, my daughter Jeni4 (her spelling, 
don’t ask) and my son Mitchell Sean. I 
stopped writing my column, not just 
because Premiere went under but due to 
a crippling personal depression caused 
by Jennifer Aniston's inability to hold a 
man. Jennifer is so beautiful and tal- 
ented, but her spray tan became like a 
terror-alert thermometer, growing richer 
and more burnished as each no-good 
celebrity boyfriend hit the road. But now, 
thank God, Jennifer is happy and in love 
and wrapping those featherweight 
scarves many times around her neck, 
and so the time is right for me to once 
again bring joy and insight into the lives 
of my bereft fans, and to prove what 
anyone who's ever gone online already 
knows: that J is the most important 
word in any language, followed closely 
by me, mine, oeuvre, vision, Goobers, and 
the question “Why would I go see a 
movie called Melancholia when Immor- 
tals features Henry Cavill in a leather 
diaper?” 

While I was away, I longed to discuss 
so many works of cinematic artistry, 
and to ponder, Why do all of the tribal 
characters in Avatar look like 


brown a 
bag on 


bag 


Illustrations by KIRSTEN ULVE 
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poured-resin figurines from 
a hospital gift shop? And in 
Black Swan, did Natalie 
Portman starve, cut herself, 
and experiment with les- 
bian sex because ballerinas 
almost never get to go to 
college? And how can I 
properly thank Natalie for 
fulfilling all of my most inti- 
mate fantasies by accepting 
her Academy Award while 
radiantly pregnant in a 
designer gown, accompa- 
nied by her dreamy French 
dancer boyfriend, who now 
appears in cologne ads? My 
only worry regarding Natalie 
is that she hasn’t followed 
my example and become 
Natalie Portman-Millepied. 
Because as every true femi- 
nist knows, hyphenating 
your name is a way of telling 
the world “I’m no one’s chat- 
tel but I still landed a guy.” 
Jeni4 and I have, in fact, spent hours at 
the Occupy Wall Street demonstrations 
holding placards that read “The 1% 
Should Marry the 99%,” with arrows 
pointing to Jeni4. 

Right now there’s so much to kvell 
about, including the fact that, like 
every female on earth, I’m on my fifth 
viewing of Breaking Dawn. Because 
when Robert Pattinson and Kristen 
Stewart gaze at each other, their pas- 
sion is so intense that it’s like they’re 
trying to pass kidney stones through 
their foreheads. Robert and Kristen 
understand that when a morose human 
marries a gloomy vampire, it’s a very 
big deal, which is why Kristen wears 
what seems to be a white spandex 
wedding gown; if she added a too-tight 
ponytail and cheekbone glitter, she’d look 
like a fiercely determined Ukrainian gym- 
nast. Robert and Kristen honeymoon at 
an oceanfront estate with the sort of 
plantation shutters and gauzy canopy 
bed that announce “We can only have vol- 
canic yet tender interspecies sex inside 


AS 


= 


a Restoration Hardware catalog.” 

Everything in the Twilight films is 
always gorgeous and slow and agonizing, 
and when Kristen has a baby she’s shot in 
such tight close-up that she appears to 
be giving birth with her overbite. Person- 
ally, I worship Kristen’s overbite, because 
I can always sense the presence of a spe- 
cial assistant, just off camera, who's been 
hired to smile encouragingly at Kristen 
and to gently murmur the phrase “Close 
your mouth.” Robert is beyond squeal- 
worthy, even if the makeup people have 
never really nailed the vampire paleface 
thing, so Kristen seems to be marrying 
into a clan of greasy mimes. And of 
course I adore Taylor Lautner as Jacob 
the hunky werewolf, because when he 
learns that Kristen's pregnant, it takes 
him a long moment of deep thinking 
before he turns to Robert and yelps, 
“You did this!” And as a special bonus, 
there’s even a new character named 
Renesmee, because what girl doesn’t 
yearn to sound like a new prescription 
drug for acid reflux? 


Iam so thrilled to be back, and we 
haven’t even begun to talk about 
J. Edgar, that amazing movie where the 
hairpieces and the prosthetic aging 
makeup are so extreme that everyone, 
even the female characters, seems to 
be played by Gene Hackman. The 
script for J. Edgar is smart and sly, but 
the director, Clint Eastwood, has never 
been known for having a light touch, so 
it’s a little like watching Mommie Dearest 
directed by your dad. And of course the 
best thing about seeing any movie at 
this time of year is getting to enjoy the 
28 trailers for all the holiday block- 
busters, and not just the ones where 
multiple SUVs explode, sending Tom 
Cruise hurtling into your lap, but 
especially the one for that tearjerker 
about the woman who, after an acci- 
dent, develops amnesia and can’t 
remember marrying her husband. Just 
like getting turned into a vampire by a 
bloodsucker with great hair, that sort 
of amnesia has a real romantic upside, 
if you ask me. & 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Canon 


Canon presents the first ever user- -generated pt oto contest to: 


inspire a Hollywood film. Ron Howard chose the 8 winning phot 
° that set the stage for his next production. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
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IMAGINSION 


Ron Howard stands among headstones at a graveyard in 
Pasadena, California, chatting about his new film with the 
familiar energy we've come to expect from the Academy 
Award®-winning director and TV legend. The burial ground 
doubles as a movie set on this last day of shooting Howard's 
latest production, titled “When You Find Me.” The short film, 
directed by daughter Bryce Dallas Howard, is the first to be 
inspired by a photograph contest and is the result of Canon's 
Project Imagin8ion. 


Although admittedly nervous to be the pioneer in this new 
photo-inspired film production process, the in-demand 
director says he didn't hesitate to endorse what he callls 
Canon's “great name with a lot of integrity.” Howard 
describes his creative collaborator just as many would 
describe him, “ambitious and experimental’—a match 
made in Hollywood heaven. 


An overwhelming 96,362 photos were submitted 
to Canon in hopes of becoming part of this new 
narrative and Hollywood history. After a narrowing- 
down process that included online voting, it was 
ultimately up to the expert storyteller to choose the 
final 8 images that would inspire the short film. But 
even with his experienced eye, the decision was 
“a major puzzler” for the Project Imagin8ion 
producer. The challenge, Howard said, was 
that each photo was “worthy of being 
considered the best.” 


“The only thing | knew | wanted was to try 

to find a story that suggested something 
humanistic but also, | tried to choose images 
that were unexpected, creative and would 
push the story outside the box.” 


Howard's final selection includes a black and white 
photo of a couple's emotional hospital embrace, 

a vividly colored HDR panorama of an abandoned 

airplane cockpit, and the inspiration for today's set, 
the great gates of a cemetery underneath a 
mysterious sky shot on a Canon EOS 5D Mark II with 

a Canon EF 17-40mm f4/L USM wide-angle lens. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


"This is the last day of shooting and it is a very emotional 
scene that will just give you a clue about how seriously 
we've taken using the images fo truly inspire our narrative. 
The people whose photos were used are going to be 
very gratified when they see the film and see how much 
of an impact they really did have on the way the 
narrative unfolds.” 


Also making an impact on this innovative short, the use of 
a wide array of Canon gear including the EOS 5D Mark II 
and EF lenses. The Hollywood heavyweight admits that 
Canon's DSLRs have changed the game of filmmaking. 
On a professional level, he says, the DSLR is easy for 
moviemakers to use and allows more flexibility in shooting. 


"You can actually get the camera in places quickly, 
sometimes covertly, that you just really couldn't before 
and that's really freeing, very liberating.” 


In the spirit of encouraging innovation, Howard is excited 
that DSLRs also allow semi-pros and amateurs to compete 
with Hollywood. He says that the ability to Use DSLRs to 
make a high quality film on a lower budget, "really does 
level the playing field and create tremendous opportunities 
for people to let their creativity just run wild.” 


The Canon EOS 7D has fueled Howard's own creativity. 
If you take a look inside the Ron Howard man-bag, you'll 
find his camera along with his other essentials. 


“| still read scripts on paper, so we've got that. Then there’s 
just kind of the basics, emergency stuff, you know | think 
I've got a deodorant stick jammed in there somewhere. 
And even though we are only talking about fringe, | still 
have a brush!” 


Since he began working on Project Imagin8ion, Howard 
says he’s been taking out his EOS 7D in his off time and 
shooting more seriously. 


“When | am traveling, | really like shooting stills that are more 
abstract. If | see an interesting shadow, if | see the way a 
curtain is moving or something like that, something that is 
very graphic, | like to take a picture of it. | like to input it on 
my computer. | like to Photoshop and mess around with it 
and it's just a fun kind of creative puzzle to work with.” 


So pleased by the way the puzzle pieces in this project 
have easily fit together, the world-famous director may 
someday take a cue from Canon and adopt the Project 
Imagin8ion process to fuel his future films. 


"| can imagine myself using it as an exercise, as a step in 
the process, and just sort of quietly say, if | look at a number 
of different photos with this larger narrative question in 
mind, what sort of answers am | going to find?” 


Canon Follow Project Imagin8ion's progress at 
See www.youtube.com/imagination 


THE WINNING 


MOOD: City Lights by Mikeyl L'Heureux; TIME: Running from Wind 
by Brooke Shaden; THE UNKNOWN: Where One Day Ends, One Day 
Begins by Kelly Shipp; OBSTACLE: Yea Though | Walk by Chris 
Wehner; GOAL: My Word by Alan Martelly; RELATIONSHIP: Too 
Much by Lexia Frank; CHARACTER: Dreams by Jen Berry; SETTING: 
The Final View by Walter Arnold 
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What will you imagine with the EOS 60D 
and EF lenses? Long Live Imagination. 
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MONITOR 


Mindy McCready’s 
Mama Drama Continues 


lt was another strange week for troubled country singer 

Mindy McCready, The latest in along line of tribulations for the 
36-year-old-—-which have included problems with drugs and 
alcohol (landing her on Celebrity Rehab With Dr. Drew), jail time, 
and aleaked sex tape—began on Nov. 30, when her 5-year-old 
son, Zander, was reported missing from Florida, where he lives 
with McCready’s mother. Who snatched him? McCready herself, 
who does not have legal custody of the child but claimed he had 
been the victim of abuse, an allegation her mother, Gayle Inge, 


NEWS AND NOTES 


fervently denied, Ina statement McCready gave to the Associated 
Press later that evening, the defiant singer said, “I’m amom first. 
I'm going to protect my kid. If | have to go tojail, so be it.” 
McCready added that she could not return Zander to Florida 
because she Is seven months pregnant with twins, Arkansas 
authorities finally found McCready and her son hiding ina closet 
on Dec, 2, Although the singer was not arrested and will not 

face criminal charges in Arkansas, she did appear in court 

on Dec, 5 to discuss Zander’s custody (the proceedings were 
sealed), and it was unclear whether Florida officials would 
prosecute her on any criminal charges, —KYLE ANDERSON 


ENGAGED 

The Rosie Show host 
Rosie O'Donnell, 
49, and girlfriend 
Michelle Rounds, 40, 
announced their 
engagement on 

Dec. 5. They met 
earlier this year... 
Friday Night Lights 
star Zach Gilford, 
29, and The Glades 
actress Kiele 
Sanchez, 34, are 
reportedly engaged. 


i 
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Bosnian writer 
James Braddock 


filed a copyright- 
infringement suit 
against In the Land 
of Blood and Honey 
writer-director 
Angelina Jolie, 36, 
claiming that the 
film borrows heavily 
from his 2007 book 
The Soul Shatter- 
ing... On Nov. 29, 
Michael Jackson's 
doctor, Conrad 
Murray, 58, was 
sentenced to four 
years in prison after 
being found guilty 
of involuntary man- 
slaughter. Murray 
has appealed the 
ruling... On Dec. 1, 
Kris Humphries, 26, 
asked the State of 
California to annul 
his marriage to 


Kim Kardashian, 31, 
citing “fraud.” 
Kardashian filed for 
divorce on Oct. 31... 
Actor Jesse Elsen- 
berg, 28, has sued 
Lionsgate Entertain- 
ment for $3 million, 
claiming his image 
and name were 
prominently used to 
promote a DVD for 
horror movie Camp 
Hell. He argues that 
this is misleading, 
as he made a less- 
than-five-minute 
cameo in the film. 


AILING 

E! News host 
Giuliana Rancic, 36, 
announced on Dec. 5 
that she will undergo 
a double mastectomy. 


Rancic had a double 
lumpectomy to treat 
her breast cancer in 
October. 


DEATHS 


Bollywood actor 
Dev Anand died of 


BIRTHDAYS 


a heart attack in 
London on Dec. 3. 
He was 88... 
Deliverance actor 
Bill McKinney 
passed away on Dec. 1 
at the age of 80... 
Comedian Patrice 


O'Neal died on 
Nov. 29 after 
suffering a stroke. 
He was 41. 
—Grady Smith, 
with additional 
reporting by 
Stewart Allen 
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OF THE YEAR 


————~ 2.) | J 


This was the year that 
put away his wand 


and slipped on his dancing shoes. 


It was the year ran a baseball 
team and hit a home run. 


It was the year 


and did unspeakable things 


on Broadway—and 
sat ona sink. 


The following ies roranbié wowed us 
beyond words. So we asked people like 


, J 


and 
to write about them for us. 
Turns out they were pretty 
wowed too. 
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ENTERTAINERS 
2011 


DANIEL F RADCLIFFE 


I FIRST MET Dan when he was 18 going 
on 14— or 13 going on 50, really. He was 
a brilliant boy, way beyond his years. 
He was focused, committed, and hard- 
working, and he had an absolutely killer 
sense of humor. He wasn’t just some 
little kid who got a lucky break and 


was messing about. 


Dan dares to get up on the high wire. 


GARY OLDMAN 


He wrapped up the beloved Harry Potter franchise, which ultimately grossed $7.7 billion 
worldwide. He also showed off a new set of skills—singing! dancing!—on Broadway. 


There's risk involved in the work that he’s 
choosing. I can’t think of many 17-year- 
olds who would expose themselves—and 
I don’t mean just in the physical sense— 
and risk everything by going on stage and 
doing Hquus, as Dan did a while back. 
What I admire most about him is that 
he doesn’t rest on his laurels. He doesn’t 
think the world owes him because he’s 


Radcliffe on 12011 


You bared your soul and more in 
Equus, but you'd never done musical 
theater. What made you think you 
could handle How to Succeed in 
Business Without Really Trying? 
When it becomes clear to me 
that something is going to be 
really hard work, there's a voice 
inside my head that says, “You 
shouldn't probably do this, 
because you probably can’t do 
this’—but there’s another, much 
louder voice that becomes bully- 
ing and belligerent and wants to 
prove that other voice wrong. 
Were singing and dancing things the 
voice said you couldn’t do? 

When | first met with the director, 
| said, “The singing I've been work- 
ing on for a while. But you won't 
get me to dance. Please erase any 
idea of that happening from your 
mind.” He said, “We have a year— 
let's see what you can do then.” 
And it turns out you can do quite 
a lot if you just put the hours in. 
But it was 11 months of nonstop 
fear, 11 months of “Oh, God, I'm 


still not good at this.” | say this 
with no false modesty: | come off 
stage every night and still go, “I 
can't believe | did that.” 

When we spoke last, you had not 
yet seen Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows—Part 2. Are you 
satisfied with your performance? 
Well, I'm not ever satisfied. The 
sequence in the Forbidden 
Forest—when Harry meets with 
the spirits of his mother and 
father and other loved ones 
before confronting Voldemort— 
was a moment | was really 
worried about. It was neither as 
bad as | feared it would be nor as 
good as | wanted it to be. Put it 
this way: It was the most proud 
I've been of my work in a Potter 
movie since the fifth film [The 
Order of the Phoenix]. The sixth 
film [The Half-Blood Prince] was 
frustrating. | felt | had made no 
progression. Which is bizarre. | had 
done Equus between films 5 and 
6 and | felt like | had come back a 
better actor. But it didn’t happen. 


played Harry Potter. He took lessons 
and learned to dance and sing, because 
he knew that once Potter was over, he 
would be swimming in the stream 

with all the other salmon. I was sad to 
see Potter go, but happy, too. It was not 
goodbye. Dan is going to continue to 
work and mature and develop his skills. 
And, I think, continue to dazzle. 


| don’t know why. | felt like | was 
back on track with film 7. Regard- 
less, people like the film, and | have 
to let go of it. 

Do you harbor dreams of Hallows— 
Part 2 contending for Best Picture? 
Yes, | do. | really think the movie is 
good enough to get recognition. 
And | think Alan Rickman 
deserves recognition because | 
don't think there is going to be 
another performance from an 
actor in a supporting role that is 
so powerful, where the actor had 
the challenge of realizing a scene 
that’s been realized millions of 
times the world over in the 
imaginations of the readers. That 
scene—those revelations about 
Snape's past—represented maybe 
the most anticipated part of the 
most anticipated movie of the 
past 10 years, and | think Alan 
does amazing, amazing work. 
Your next movie, The Woman in 
Black, is based on a very cool, creepy 
novel. Can anything really scare you 
after Voldemort? 

| mean, if the question is, Can 
anything scare you after being 
beaten up by Ralph Fiennes?-— 
then no, not really. That was one 
of the most genuinely intimidating 


experiences I've had as an actor. 
But even if The Woman in Black 
didn’t scare me on set at the time, 
it will certainly be scaring people 
in the cinema. 

I'm surprised that you were drawn 
to a horror movie, 

Horror’s gone so far down the 
torture-porn road that there's 
rarely anything interesting 
acting-wise or character-wise. 
But then you read a script like 
The Woman in Black and you 

go, “Oh, yeah, that is what a 

truly creepy horror film can be.” 
You and | once joked that one day 
they'll probably remake all the 
Potter movies. 

You know, if it’s the case that in 
60 years’ time kids will just not 
watch any old films—and it’s a 
way to get those stories out there 
again, because they are fantastic— 
that’s a wonderful thing. 

Sixty years from now, huh? Hope- 
fully we'll still be around to care. 

| did put that a while in the future, 
didn't I? If it happened before that, 
Id probably be pretty upset. | think 
it’s weird to remake things that 
were pretty good the first time 
around. And | like to think we did a 
pretty good job. Jeff Jensen 
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JULIA ROBERTS | 


With her beautiful and moving 21, the British 
Soul singer turned in the best-selling album of 2011—as 


| 
| 
well as one of the best 


ONE DAY A FRIEND of mine, Danilo Dixon, 
who’s a hairdresser in New York City, was 
going on and on about this girl Adele. I’d 
never heard of her. He dropped off some 
of her music at my house, and when I 
heard it I thought, “How have I lived my 


whole life without knowing what she sounds like 
singing?” It’s that kind of a voice. “Someone 
Like You” is probably everyone’s favorite, but 
I just love it. And I love the video—she looks 

so gorgeous rocking her eyeliner. Adele’s music 
is so personal that you get invested in her life. 
Is it going to work out? It better, because that guy 
will never find someone else like her! When Adele 
had her health scare, I had random people 
saying to me, “Oh my God, did you hear about 
Adele?” A mom that I talk to in the car-pool 
line asked me—and a girl that I run into 

at the gym. It really made me think, “God, we 
all have a real investment here.” We feel like 
Adele’s in our book club or she lives in our 
neighborhood—and that’s a gift, to make people 
feel that way. Anybody that’s going to date 
her is a brave, brave man. You’re going to 

get a whole lot of love, but you’d better treat 
her right, or we’re all coming after you. m 


Adele on... 
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ENTERTAINERS 


SANDRA BULLOCK 


The South Park provocateurs 
stormed Broadway 
with The Book of Mormon 
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Trey Parker, 42, and Matt Stone, 40, 
photographed by JEFF RIEDEL 
on Feb. 17, 2011, in New York City 


7 Tis Y ; Se 
pak Po cf —_ 
Sah : 


EVERY TIME I’VE been lucky enough to 
make a movie with him, the press inevi- 
tably swoon, “Wow, how great is Brad 
Pitt?”—they’re continually surprised. 
People often think that actors who are 
that famous can’t be that talented. But 
then they see Brad in Moneyball or The 
Tree of Life and again squeal, “Oh my 
God.” In an odd way, and I’m not sure 
how it’s possible, he gets to reemerge 
with every film. 

In Moneyball, he is truly coming to 
terms with his own capability. It’s espe- 
cially interesting to me that the same guy 


ha fe 


Brad Pitt, 47, photographed 
by GREG WILLIAMS 
on Sept. 4, 2011, in London 


who played Achilles in Troy can also play 
Billy Beane. Achilles understood what it 
means to be touched by grace. Beane had 
to come to terms with the fact that being 
touched by grace isn’t all it’s cracked 

up to be, because in baseball fat guys who 
get on base are just as important as Ted 
Williams. You look at Brad and you think, 
“Why would he want to take the air out 
of the notion of bequeathed greatness?” 
But I think it’s telling that he doesn’t just 
want to play the hero. Even at this point 
in his career, he’s asking, “What else can 
I know about myself?” = 
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THE COACHES 
OF THE VOICE 


SS By 


MIRANDA LAMBERT 


WHAT MAKES The Voice 
different from other reality 
competitions? It actually 
has current celebrities as 
judges. They’re not people 
who used to be celebrities 
coming back to try to give 
advice. Also, The Voice is 
the only one with a country 
artist. And not just any 
country artist—people love 
my husband, Blake. There’s 
a sweet, big-brother side to 
him on the show that I 
never knew existed. Now 
you'll see Cee Lo and Adam 
fighting over a country con- 
testant. It’s cool! Besides 
Blake, Adam stands out to 
me—he’s pretty tough. 
And Cee Lo brings a cool 
factor. Together, the judges 
and the blind auditions are 
amazing because it has 
nothing to do with image. 


(Clockwise from left) 
Cee Lo Green, 

*, Blake Shelton, 
Adam Levine, and 
Christina Aguilera 


Everything in entertain- 
ment right now is so 
driven by being skinny and 
beautiful, but The Voice is 
just about talent. There’s 
never been a show like 
that. Last season, Christina 
had Frenchie and Beverly, 
two bald girls who can 
absolutely wail. That’s 
awesome! Has there ever 
been a competition where 
the final two girls on some- 
one’s team were bald? = 


Levine on... 


How The Voice has changed 
people's perceptions of him 
“Singers don't get the 
chance to talk very often. 
It's nice that people know 
more about me than just 
the fact that | like to sing 
and take my clothes off 
occasionally. | get to use my 
brain on the show. I’m not 
perceived as just a bimbo.” 


Zooey Deschanel, 31 


JUDY BLUME 


With her hit sitcom New Girl, the multitalented queen 
of cute is showing off her comedy chops 


Deschanel on... 


Constantly being 
described as “quirky” 
“It has sort of followed 
me around my whole 
career. It’s not some- 
thing | cultivated. I've 
always wanted to be 
normal.” 


Humiliating herself 
weekly on national TV 

“| just assume I'll have 
to [undress] and have 
something funny on 
underneath and that 
I'll have to talk about 
weird stuff. | try to be 
fearless. I'll try just 
about anything if there's 
the possibility it will 
make someone laugh.” 
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Davis elevated The Help with a 
riveting and humane performance 


THERE IS ABOUT Viola’s work, and her person, 
a self-effacing quality that, ironically, has 
the exact opposite effect of erasing her 
impact. Weirdly, it amplifies the importance 
of the women she has chosen to portray, 
and the woman she is. It’s her seeming : 
reluctance to draw attention to herself that 
draws us in and pulls us close, It’s her 
interest in the quiet, the patient ones; and 
it’s her respect, the great respect she pays 
to those who bear unbearable burdens 
without a sound, that makes us lean in and 
listen and unable to turn away. 

Her modesty is her majesty. 

This is not to say that she is incapable 
of stylish and show-offy and joyously wild 
stuff—I have seen that from her in the 
theater. It’s just to say that her heart 
and skill are married, and | think that she’s a 
pure actor, in the way of Vanessa Redgrave. 
Both share a magic source, a quality that 
brings more light around the characters they 
play than lights regular human beings, an 
aura almost... It’s like they broke into the 
electrics truck and brought their own key 
light, only lit from the inside. What is that? 
Where does it come from? 

Nothing phony, nothing unfelt, unearned. 
| know she is a Serious actress, she took her 
training seriously and works hard at her 
craft. She is a special woman, too. Her 
humanity marches out in front of her; her 
kindness, her fierceness, her unwillingness 
to compromise, her stubbornness make me 
love her too. But none of that explains the 
special empathy she sets up between us and 
the women she brings us close to, so close 
we breathe with them. 

You don’t watch Viola, you live it with her. i 
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Lf | mil 
“To the naked eye these 
could be full- 
Stereotypes. But 
actor who came 
e table felt that it 
‘our job to make 
characters real.” 


Oscar buzz 

a - know, actors are 
the most fragile egos 
that | know. We always 
want the confirmation 
that we did well. But my 
true reward was not 
sitting in the theater 
and going, ‘Wow, this is 
such a great film. | wish 
| were in it!” 


Viola Davis, 46, photographed 
by ART STREIBER 
on July 25, 2011, in Los Angeles 
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(From left) Wendi McLendon-Covey, 
Melissa McCarthy, Maya Rudolph, 
Ellie Kemper, Kristen Wiig, 

and Rose Byrne photographed by 
MARTIN SCHOELLER 

in November 2011 
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ALOT OF CRAZY, incredible, over-the-top things 
happen in Bridesmaids, but the movie really 
succeeds because of the relationship between 
Kristen’s and Maya's characters. | love seeing 
friendships between women realistically 
portrayed, and that was a beautifully depicted 
best-friendship—one wasn't just the sidekick to 
the other. But then all the characters in the 
movie were fully formed. | love the scene where 
we first meet Melissa McCarthy's character 
and all Kristen asks her is “How’s it going?” And 
fia | Melissa says it’s going great, but she fell off a 

, cruise ship, she hit every railing going down, 
a dolphin saved her, and now she has pins in her 
leg. | knew nothing about Melissa McCarthy 
until | saw the movie, and as an opening scene 
for an actress it was just magnificent. The 
fact that Bridesmaids did as well as it did was 
an amazing accomplishment. And | love 
that the movie wasn’t sold as “Get All Your 
Girlfriends and Go See Bridesmaids!" It was 
just “Everybody Go See Bridesmaids, It’s a 
Funny, Awesome Movie.” 


Kristen Wiig on... | Maya Rudolph on... 


“First it was ‘Oh, so it’s 
the female Hangover’ 
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“| went to Annie’s house 
and she had a how-to- 
write-a-screenplay book. 


We sat there for 15 hours. 


In a matter of days we 
turned in a first draft. We 
laughed a lot, but we 
were like, ‘Is [Judd] going 


to think we're the biggest 


idiots in the world?’ We 
didn’t know how to write 


ur and a half ye 
we figured it out.” 


s later 


No, it’s not. Then people 
were like, ‘Hey, it’s not a 
chick flick!’ Chick flick? 

en did we time-travel 

3? Then | heard 

‘It was great. My wife 
dragged me to it and | 
loved it’ Well, you should 
love it—it’s funny!” 


“| hope! You can never re- 
create an experience, but | 
know that, based on the 
talent of this group, some- 
thing amazing and magi- 
cal would come out of it.” 
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RYAN 
GOSLING 


He had a hat trick: The Ides of March, 


Drive, and Crazy, Stupid, Love 


Ryan Gosling, 31 


I COULD TELL FROM the first time I met 
Ryan that he was going to do something 
different with his character in Crazy, 
Stupid, Love. It could have been a very 
typical bon-vivant cliché. He was charm- 
ing and he was a ladies’ man, but he did 
it without being off-putting. He did it 
with a real sense of grace. And he did 
that with all of his characters this year. 
You never see Ryan trying too hard. 
A lot of people responded to how 
incredibly good-looking he was and 
what a great physique he had. When he 
took his shirt off, as a producer on the 
movie, I thought, “He’s exactly what 


that guy should look like.” But that’s not 
who Ryan is. In his mind, he was just 
becoming a character. He read that 
part of the script where Emma Stone’s 
character says, “Seriously? It’s like 
you’re Photoshopped,” and he took that 
piece of information and worked out 

to a point where he actually did look 
Photoshopped. But it wasn’t coming 
from a place of vanity; it was an actor’s 
choice. And there’s a really big differ- 
ence between those two things. I just 
think he’s capable of anything as an 
actor. And people have only begun to 
see what he can do. m 
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By 
DARREN CRISS 


EVEN BEFORE WE knew each other, | 
always liked Katy Perry. Having started 
as a singer-songwriter, | tend to gravi- 
tate toward artists who really put 
themselves into their music and their 
lyrics—be they fun, serious, heartbreak- 
ing, inspiring, whatever. | think that’s why 
a lot of people respond to Katy’s music. 
They’re not just responding to the songs, 
they're responding to her. She has such 
an infectious, fun-loving energy, which 

is apparent on stage and off, and she’s 
always been very sweet and supportive 
of me and my work. With so many 
people surrounding her, | consider 
myself lucky to have gotten to make 

her acquaintance at all, and getting to 
know her warm spirit has made me 
happy for all her success. 

The first time | met Katy, | was 
impressed—though not surprised—by 
her musicality. We were going to sing 
together at a big event, so we met up 
to go through some harmonies. It was 
a very low-key rehearsal: no lights, no 
costumes, no mics—nothing. Just me and 
her in a dressing room, singing a cappella. 
| was so struck by the incredibly raw, 
genuine sound that came out of her, 
especially in such a nonperformance set- _ 
ting. This was-the voice that millions: had 
fallen in love with, and | was experiencing 
it in its most real form. Even though I'd 
been an admirer already, that moment 
definitely solidified me as a Katy fan. She 
is very much the real deal. 

. 


ENTERTAINERS 


THE WALKING 
DEAD 


“PATTON. OSWALT 


MY LOVE OF zombies goes way, way 
back, and I was a fan of the Walking Dead 
comic book from the very beginning. 

I thought it was pretty grand to embrace 
the zombie genre like a gigantic Russian 
novel. What I love about the show is that 
they adapted it to TV—they take liberties 
because it is a different medium and 

they are telling a different story. The 
first season was terrific, but they had to 
spend a lot of shoe leather establishing 
characters. This second season is stellar. 
They’re just more comfortable in their 
skin, as actors and writers. I think the 
show is preparing America and the 
world for the zombie apocalypse. I hope 


the Nobel people recognize that. m 


Sarah Wayne 
Callies on... 


Meeting The Walking 
Dead fans 

“There are some who will 
walk up to you and say, ‘I 
think your character is a 
whore and a bitch,’ You're 
like, ‘Well, thank you for 
sharing that. There's also 
people who say, ‘I love 


your work.’ That kind of 
interaction can be intense, 
There appears to bea 
certain demographic of 
young men who find 
Lori's actions unconscio- 
nable. | think they've 
probably been cheated 

on by girlfriends.” 
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(From left) The Walking Dead's Jon Bernthal and Sarah Wayne Callies, Breaking Bad's 
Bryan Cranston and Aaron Paul, The Killing’s Joel Kinnaman and Mireille Enos, and Mad Men's Jon Hamm 
photographed by SAM JONES on Nov. 22, 2011, in Los Angeles 
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Cranston (who 


plays Walt) and 
Paul (Jesse) 
Rann cose By 
IN 1972, Bobby Fischer and Boris Spassk Bryan 
y 

faced each other across a chessboard in Cranston on... 
what the world would come to call “The Why Breaking Bad might 
Match of the Century.” Spassky got not exist were it not for 
crushed. Why? Because he failed to Jon Hamm 


“When | was negotiating 
| sald, ‘I really like this 
script, But are you really 
going to jump full-on into 
scripted television?’ 
AMC sent me the Mad 
Men pilot, which hadn't 
aired yet, | was blown 
away by the storytelling, 
the look, everything, | 
said, ‘Okay, you guys are 
serious, I'm ready to go;” 


realize that his opponent was willing to 
do whatever it took to win. Fischer had 
already broken bad. If you know the 
phenomenal show to which | refer, then 
you understand that the true match 
of the century was White vs. Fring. 
The outcome blew our minds and tran- 
scended television. And despite always 
feeling five moves behind, | cannot wait 
to see what happens next. & 


BUT a a Jon Hamm on... 


WHERE’S _ ac Men's epichiatus The network wanted to 
“We will have been off develop these other 
the alr something like shows. You can pitch 


BEEN? 550 days,” Walking Dead and 
. Breaking Bad—a nice 
Sor BIR The growing success of combination, You can 
all those other AMC hits put things together and 
“\think that was partof —_ plant the seeds for 
why we were off the whatever the next 


schedule for so long show Is going to be.” 
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THE KILLING 


ne eee By a 


STEPHEN KING 


LIKE OTHERS, I was dismayed by 
The Killing’s decline from event tele- 
vision to plain old series television. 
But even if the destination sucked, 
the journey was still a pleasure. 
Ms. Enos was stunningly good as 
the job-obsessed Linden, and the 
prickly camaraderie that developed 
between her and Holder was a joy 
to watch. Better yet, in The Killing 
we had a series that showed the 
true consequences of murder for 
those left behind. I ended up not 
caring a whole lot about who killed 
Rosie Larsen, but I cared a great 
deal about her grieving family. m 


Mireille Enos on... 


Playing sucha 
complicated character 
"It's rave that women 
are written so three- 
dimensionally~that 
you have a protagonist 
who is a woman who's 
not necessarily likable, 
Though / think she’s 
quite lovable, She's not 
always fun to be 
around, She has sucha 
high work ethic, and 
she tries so hard, | 
think that’s a wonder- 
ful quality, She just 
doesn't give up, You 
can tell that even 
when she’s doing a 
terrible job at being a 
mother-—and even a 
police officer-—she’s 
just working at it with 
every bit of energy 
that she has,” 


Kinnaman 
(who plays 
Holder) and 
Enos (Linden) 
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Louis C.K. on... 


Chris Rock not under- 
standing that Louis isn’t 
as famous as he is 

“Chris is funny because 
he sometimes wants 
me to act like I'm him. 
He'll be like, ‘Come on, 
you can say no to that. 
You and me are million- 
aires!’ And I'm like, ‘Hey, 
man, unless we have a 
joint bank account, | 
can't really do the same 


” 


things you do. 


LOUIS CK. 


———— By eee 


CHRIS ROCK 


The revered comic scored 
big laughs and 
Emmy nods for his sharp, 

raw series Louie © 


“inside” 
show. Are 


itely a few, 


The episode 
omedian 


himself 
BS successful as 
VS like that 
t problem has 
At he’s too humble. 
and he'd tell me 
) ed him some 
, and I'd be like 
bigger thant 
le of years, he’s 
ing to realize it. And 
Ebout that, because 
Kot an original voice like 
/ 


Louis C.K., 44 


WOODY HARRELSON 


She was everywhere: Crazy, 
Stupid, Love, The Help, 
Friends With Benefits, SNL. 
And we still wanted more. 


EMMA'S SO MATURE and unflap- 
pable, but there were two people I 
saw her get really excited about 
meeting—Bill Murray and Paul 
McCartney—and that was when I 
saw there’s still a little girl in there 
somewhere. Emma and I are both 
big Beatles fans. I’ve known Paul 
awhile, and I love introducing people 
to him because it’s pretty great to 
meet Paul McCartney. So I took 
Emma and Kat Dennings over to 
his house one night. He was there 
with Nancy, who’s now his wife. We 
were doing this thing—I think it 
was suggested by Kat—where you 
all put two fingers under someone 
and try to lift them. So we were 
lifting Emma, and Paul was just 
laughing convulsively. She was 
pretty psyched to meet him. 

And as for Bill Murray, he only 
worked with Emma and me on 
Zombieland for 24 hours. But at the 
end of it, he said, “That Emma is 
pure gold.” Believe me, it’s a much 
bigger statement than it sounds 
like because Bill doesn’t ever say 
that s---. He was knocked out by 
her. He really thought the sky was 
the limit for her—and it absolutely 
is. We’re just beginning to see 
what she’s capable of. She’s going 
to blow people’s minds. m 


Emma Stone, 23, 
photographed by ART STREIBER 
on July 25, 2011, in Los Angeles 


“Today is my last day of 
doing things for alittle 
while, and I'm really 
excited to just hang out 
and see straight for a 
minute. Just sitting on 
my couch with a fire in 
the fireplace and reading 
a book would be the 
best thing | can even 
imagine doing. And I'm 
so excited to hang out 
with my mom! It’s just 
been alittle while.” 
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ENTERTAINERS 


2011 


George R.R. Martin, 63, 
and actor Peter 
Dinklage on the set 

of Game of Thrones 


pies Martin on... 
One surreal moment 
“We went to see The 
Book of Mormon on 
: Broadway. One of the 


actors recognized me 
MANES FSC Es FESS By OS from the stage and 
' during intermission 
AMY PO E H LER invited me back to sign 
his book.” 
His Song of Ice and Fire novels When readers can expect 
have spawned a thrilling HBO series, the next Ice and Fire novel 
Game of Thrones, plus a new ay) ioanepesde 
best-seller, A Dance With Dragons [in January]. | have 


100 pages or more 
already written—but 
100 pages Is a drop in 
the bucket when It’s 
a 1,500-page book.” 


a a I a EE a nS SSS 
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; 
7 
Hugh Jackman, 43, during ; f j 
opening night on Broadway ‘ 
on Nov. 10, 2011 ~ 


HUGH 
JACKMA 


NEIL PATRICK 
HARRIS 


The actor has a smash Broadway show, 
a hit action movie, and a new charity 


venture, Laughing Man Coffee & Tea 


JACK-OF-ALL-TRADES is a tricky job—and 
no one does it better than Hugh Jackman. 
He can simultaneously be the super- 
studly action star of Real Steel, flit about 
the Broadway stage as the faaaabulous 
Peter Allen, and be the charming tuxedoed 
host of a major awards show, and no one 
questions it a bit. Nay, people eat it up. 
had the unique honor of working along- 
side Hugh during a performance at this 
year’s Tony Awards. When we were 
rehearsing, | marveled at his positivity 
and easygoing nature. He never said no 
to anything! Could I openly mock him? 
Sure thing. Have a snappy Chorus Line 
dance-off? You betcha. How about slow- 
dance together while harmonizing to 
“You're the Top”? Absolutely. As a major 
gigantic-time movie star, Hugh had every 
right to say, “Crikey, let’s opt for some- 
thing a little tamer, mate.” There was 
none of that. His agenda was simply for 
the good of the show. I think he’s that 
selfless, that committed, to everything he 
sets his mind to. It’s what makes him not 
only a star but a super one. I can’t wait to 
see what he’ll surprise us with next. m 


g & Jackman on... 


Doing high kicks on 
Broadway 

“When | was doing the 
show in San Francisco, | 
had a Ferragamo suit 
pretty much off-the- 
rack and | ripped my 
pants on the opening 
night, | literally ripped 
them from one end to 
the other. But it’s a one- 
man show, so | had to 
change them on stage. 
The dresser had been 
working for 35 years 
and it was her first time 
on stage. Her hands 
were shaking. So | got 
William Ivey Long, one 
of the great Broadway 
costume designers, to 
do specially made pants. 
They reinforce the 
seams; they put special 
stretchy material in the 
inseam and right around 
the crotch that you 
wouldn't notice. It’s got 
enough give in the leg. It 
fits perfectly.” 
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FAVORITES 


ENTERTAINERS 


PICK THEIR FAVORITES 


The talented folks we honor in this issue pay it forward to their own 
personal Entertainers of the Year 


VIOLA DAVIS DANIEL 
picks CICELY TYSON RADCLIFFE 
SS a eee ick 
a Her performance in The MATT STON 
& Help absolutely defined E 
what the movie was and TREY PARKER 
about. And she knows the 
road of being an African- “Not just Because 
American actress who's 
darker than a paper bag.” of The Book of 
Mormon, but 
also because 
GEORGE R.R. MARTIN picks the current 
season 
STEPHEN KING of South Park 
is one of the 
LOUIS CK. picks ee things 
2 at | have ever 
PATRICE O’NEAL* | seenon TV 


ELLIE KEMPER (Bridesmaids) picks 
THE ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 


They ‘didn’ t cron an Gsborete Sat. announce their 
G & pregnancy, or top the charts, but they gave us game 6 

of the World Series. What performance was more 

dramatic, suspenseful, and triumphant than that?” 


JON HAMM (Mad Men) picks LOUIS | CK. 


‘T he fact that he got his shown made the way y he 
wanted to get the show made is pretty inspiring.” 


BRYAN ROSE BYRNE picks LOUIS C.K. 
CRANSTON 

teeing Ba) CEE LO GREEN picks BEYONCE 
DICKSRVAM | tcc p en Peas 
GOSLING “She's one of the hardest woking 


KRISTEN WIIG 
picks 
MICHELLE WILLIAMS 


“She continues to do 
fearless work. 
She inspires me.” 


EMMA STONE picks the 
BRIDESMAIDS « cast 


% | think | Kristen 
Wiig’s a real 
pioneer right 
now. My mom 
and | saw 
Bridesmaids in 
New York. We 
just died. | think 
everyone agrees 
the movie is not 
only funny but 
also forward- 
thinking. It seems 
like that’s where 
comedy is going.” 


JOEL KINNAMAN (Tie Killing) picks 
MICHAEL FASSBENDER — 


“He's incredible i in Shame” 


MELISSA McCARTHY (Bridesmaids) 
picks OCTAVIA SPENCER 


\' 
The Help's aN 
Octavia Soganeres 


Kristen Wiig 


2011 
HUGH 
JACKMAN 
picks 
KRISTEN WIIG 


“Kristen Wiig on 
SNL is one of the 
most consistently 

brilliant live 
performers I've 
seen—the range of 
things she does, her 
commitment, and, more 
important, the things 
she gets away with.’ 


KATY PERRY picks 
KRISTEN WIIG 


“She's a hilarious, strong 
female who says the 
unspoken with humor.” 


RYAN GOSLING picks 
MELISSA McCARTHY 


a Se EEE 


WENDI McLENDON-COVEY 
(Bridesmaids) 
picks ALEC BALDWIN 


“His comedy is pitch- oat and 
effortless, | called him a ‘national 
treasure’ in a tweet once. He didn’t 
respond...and damn if it didn’t make 


y 


me love him even more! 


AARON PAUL (Breaking Bad) 
picks FELICITY JONES and 
ANTON YELCHIN 


“Did you see Like Crazy? It was 
such a true, honest relation- 
ship. I'll give them a shout-out.” 


a a) 
* Louis C.K. chose O’Neal shortly before the comic’s death on Nov. 29 (see Monitor, page 37). He called him “very funny and just 


brutally, beautifully honest about men and women 


and society.” 
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NOW IT’S YOUR TURN 


We asked visitors to our website to choose from 10 or so 


contenders in each category. Here are the top four vote-getters. 


For more extensive results, go to EW.com. 


FAVORITE MOVIE 

ACTOR OF 2011 

1. Ryan Gosling 
835.4% 


2. Alan Rickman 
15.0% 


3. Daniel Radcliffe 
18.6% 


4. Johnny Depp 
12.0% 


FAVORITE MOVIE 
ACTRESS 
1, Emma Stone 


42.1% 


2. Melissa McCarthy 
11.8% 


3. Kate Winslet 
10.9% 


4. Kristen Wiig 
10.3% 


FAVORITE MUSICIAN 
1. Adele 
55.8% 
2. Florence + the Machine 
10.5% 


3. Katy Perry 
9.0% 


4. Taylor Swift 
8.0% 


MOST ENTERTAINING 
TWEETER 


1. Mindy Kaling 24.3% 


2. Steve Martin 12.6% 


3. Anderson Cooper 
12.0% 


A. Russell Brand 12.0% 


FAVORITE TV 

ACTRESS 

1. Zooey Deschanel 
26.9% 

2. Amy Poehler 
17.9% 

3. Julie Bowen 
12.8% 


4. Melissa McCarthy 
8.2% 


FAVORITE TV ACTOR 
1. Chris Colfer 
23.2% 
2. Neil Patrick Harris 
15.9% 
3. Ty Burrell 
14.9% 
4. Alexander Skarsgard 
12.3% 


BEST NEW FACE 


1. Michael Fassbender >= -: 
22.8% So OG 


2. Chris Hemsworth 14,2% 
3. The Civil Wars 10.8% 


4. Jessica Chastain 
10.0% 


FAVORITE AUTHOR 


1. Suzanne Collins 
45.1% 

2. George R.R. Martin 
25.7% 

3. Stephen King 
11.1% 

4. James Patterson 
6.0% 


FAVORITE REALITY 
SHOW PERSONALITY 
1. Dia Frampton 

33.9% 


2. Snooki 
20.0% 

3. Michael Stagliano 
15.2% 


4. Lisa Vanderpump 
11.4% 


FAVORITE REALITY 

SHOW JUDGE 

1. Blake Shelton 
25.1% 


2. Tom Colicchio 
18.6% 

3. Simon Cowell 
18.0% 

4. Heidi Klum 
16.7% 


; | 
= 4 AS j Glee’s 
Naya 
4 Rivera 


SEXIEST FEMALE 
1. Naya Rivera 29.1% 
2. Mila Kunis 25.5% 
3. Sofia Vergara 14.2% 
4. Olivia Wilde 8.4% 


COOLEST COMEBACK | SEXIEST MALE 

1. Kermit 1. Ryan Gosling 
53.1% 29.0% 

2. Jennifer Lopez 2. lan Somerhalder 
17.9% 25.0% 


3. Madeleine Stowe 
13.6% 


4. James Spader 
11.4% 


3, Alexander Skarsgard 
12.5% 


4, Ryan Reynolds 
9.7% 
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INFERNAL DEVICES 
e ; Dy’ Wy Pee olfestor's First Edition 
Ca eee CON Ai 


SNAP IT & WATCH 


Ute FRAR Se 


Clockwork Angel Clockwork Prince 
EAP AT CASSANDRA CLARE CASSANDRA CLARE & 
http: vs -mobi 


ThelInfernalDevices.com 


Margaret K. McElderry Books 


Also available in eBook and Audio 


Charlize 
Theron 


NYONE WHO EVER survived small-town or 
oung ul t suburban high school knows someone like 


Mavis Gary, the thirtysomething psycho from 


STARRING Charlize Theron, hell—I mean, That Girl You Went to High 
Patrick Wilson School With—played with breathtaking 
DIRECTED BY Jason Reitman bravura by Charlize Theron in the one-of-a- 
R, 1 HR., 33 MINS. kind comedy Young Adult. Mavis was that 


prom-queen-pretty, popular, stuck-up girl in 
your class who barely registered your existence. Mavis, 
destined for success and so smug with her cute jock 
boyfriend, thought she was all that and a bag of chips. 
And for a while, in the years after graduation, you heard 
that Mavis was leading a way cooler life than you were, 


OSNYVD ‘A dITNIHd 
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still stuck back in hometown wherever: She 
was a published writer, she had her own 
condo in the big city, stuff like that. In fact, 
Mavis’ life was secretly not cool at all: Her 
city condo was a dump. She cranked out 
crappy, unbylined young-adult (get it?) serial 
novels for a publishing factory—and the 
series was being canceled. A brief marriage 
had failed, Mavis drank too much, and she 
was lonely, with only her tote-bag-size 
Pomeranian for company. Hah! 

Young Adult is an inspired collaboration 
between screenwriter Diablo Cody and 
director Jason Reitman—and a natural 
follow-up to their great success with Juno. 
The movie concerns what Mavis—petulantly 
fighting adulthood even at the enough 
already! age of 37—does when she realizes 
that her life has already peaked, and that 
high school was as good as it gets. What she 
does is, she decides to drive from the big city 
(in this case, Minneapolis) all the way back 
to her dinky, disdained hometown (in this 
case, fictional Mercury, Minn.) to reclaim 
her high school boyfriend, Buddy (Patrick 
Wilson). Why? To prove she can. To have a 
do-over. Never mind that Buddy is happily 
married to Beth (Twilight’s Elizabeth 
Reaser), and a new father. Mavis figures that 
she’s as sexy, pretty, and impossible to resist 
as she was when she wore Buddy’s team 
jacket and the two fooled around. Mavis 
figures that she can roll back time. 

Mavis is, no kidding, kind of crazy. And 
the one person who sees this clearly is one of 
those classmates she ignored completely 
back in the day: Matt, played with ferocious 
authenticity by the great actor-comedian 
Patton Oswalt (a regular on the Cody- 
created TV series United States of Tara). 
Matt lives in his own state of undescended 
adulthood, physically damaged years ago 
when he was the victim of a brutal high 
school beating. The two are twisted soul 
mates, and their relationship is one of the 
great, startling pairings in American comedy. 
Wilson, meanwhile, happily assumes the 
blurred contours of an aging high school 
athlete, while Collette Wolfe (who worked 
opposite Oswalt on the underrated, risky 
comedy Observe and Report) scores in a 
couple of small, important scenes as Matt's 
sister: Here’s a stuck-in-Mercury alumna 
so disoriented by hatred of her own 
life and zip code (and so hopeless about 


bettering herself) that she worships every 
move Mavis makes. 

The queasy brilliance of Young Adult lies in 
the movie's refusal to make Mavis so mon- 
strously crazy that she poses no threat because 
she’s obviously a cartoon—and at the same 
time, the filmmakers’ refusal to let Mavis off 
the hook at any time. The lady doesn’t earn 
any hugging and learning moments as a 
reward for her humiliation, She remains irre- 
sistibly unlikable, the horror of her lack of 
self-awareness inextricably tangled up with 
the pitch-black hilarity of her predicament. 
The really pretty Theron captures that state 
of really ugly inner childishness (articulated so 
sharply by Cody) with such precision, it makes 
you want to hear stories of her own high school 
experience. It also makes you wonder how this 
singular movie got made—Juno’s quirky, dark 
material seems cutie-poo by comparison. 
Young Adult bumps along with nasty swerves, 
middle finger proudly in the air, toward an 
ending blessedly free of anything warm, fuzzy, 
or optimistic. Now that’s adult entertainment. A- 


gy MORE ON 
{EW.COM 


The comedy 
The Sitter, in 
theaters Dec. 9 
and starring 
Jonah Hill as a 
college student 
who looks after 
young children, 
did not screen 
in time for us 
to include a 
review in this 
issue, but you 
can find our 
critics’ take on 
this and 

other movies 
on EW.com. 


A sampling of critics from across 
the country grade 10 current releases. 
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4 ADANGEROUS METHOD 


[THe DESCENDANTS 


HAPPY FEET TWO 


HUGO 


J.EDGAR 


THE MUPPETS 


MY WEEK WITH MARILYN 


SHAME 


TINKER, TAILOR, SOLDIER... 


*EW READER GRADES come from the Front Row, EW’s online reader panel. If you'd like to join, go to frontrawpanel.com/join. 
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REVIEWS 


STARRING Jamie 
Bell, Andy Serkis 
DIRECTED BY 
Steven Spielberg 
PG, 1 HR., 46 MINS. 


Animated Feature 


Original Score, 
John Williams; 
Cinematography, 
Janusz Kaminsky; 
Sound Editing, 
Brent Burge, Chris 
Ward; Sound Mixing, 
Ronald Judkins, 
Christopher Boyes, 
Michael Hedges, 
Andrew Nelson 
—DAVE KARGER 


a axouEases 
Steven Spielberg is an audacious master of 
kinetic action poetry, and in The Adventures 
of Tintin (in theaters Dec. 21), his relentlessly 
boisterous 3-D adaptation of the Belgian 
action-adventure comic strip, the figures 

on screen rarely stop moving. Tintin has been 
animated with motion capture, and that’s the 
perfect term, too, for its kiddie Indiana Jones 
aesthetic: Every frame is designed to 
capture as much motion as possible. Tintin, 
a boy reporter with a cowlick and an eager, 
wholesome Hardy Boys attitude (he’s voiced 
by Jamie Bell), and the man he teams up 
with, the gruff, bearded drunken seaman 
Captain Haddock (Andy Serkis), are 
searching for lost treasure, and that’s about 
all there is to the plot—it’s that basic. The 
two bounce from ocean liner to rowboat to 
propeller plane, then land in the Sahara, 
with a detour to a hallucinated pirate ship. 
Over and over, they run, leap, fall, bound, 
shoot through the air, and plunge. 

I’m not one of those people with a knee- 
jerk disdain for motion capture (I enjoyed 
The Polar Express and loved Jim Carrey in A 
Christmas Carol), but in Tintin, the technique 
that renders all that movement so flowing 
and frictionless also makes the characters 


Thé@ Adventures 
of Tintin; 
(below) Snowy 


come off as if their souls were 
made of sponge. Is this the 
“ancanny valley”—the much- 
discussed phenomenon whereby 
motion-capture characters look 
just human enough so that what’s 
missing from their eyes is subtly 
disquieting? Or is it simply that, 
as written, there’s nothing much 
of interest going on in Tintin, 
Haddock, or anyone else? The 
movie has some of the hollow 
frenetic virtuosity of Cars 2: It’s 
all busy action, all surface, all 
show. Even its “excitement” is 
numb. Spielberg, whose love of 
the Tintin comics is rooted in his 
childhood, may look at the hero’s 
blankly innocent freckled face 
and see a character who strikes 
a Proustian chord in him, but 
personally, I’ve barely even 
glanced at a Tintin comic, and 

what I saw looked more like The Adventures 

of Rubber Boy and Captain Boring. 

Most of the characters in The Adventures 

of Tintin appear just close enough to reality 
| that I kept wondering what the film would 
have felt like if, shot for shot, Spielberg had 
simply made it with live action. The answer, 
I’m afraid, is that it might have begun to look 
a lot like a National Treasure sequel, or a 
Pirates of the Caribbean sequel, or maybe 
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal 
| Skull. The animation is insanely detailed (if 
you watch closely, you can actually see the 
grumpy captain’s nose hair), and there are 
moments—a plane ride into the eye of a 
swirling electrical storm, a rousingly balletic 
sword fight—when the ingenuity of the 
action carries a hint of 
magic. But only 
moments. Even a film- 
maker as dazzling as 
Steven Spielberg has to 
create characters 
who lure us into their 
point of view, and 
the trouble with 
| Tintin is that we’re 
always on the out- 
side, looking in. 
What all that motion 
can’t capture is 
our hearts. 
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STARRING 

Jodie Foster, 
John C. Reilly, 
Kate Winslet, 
Christoph Waltz 
DIRECTED BY 
Roman Polanski 
R, 1 HR., 20 MINS. 
By Lisa 
Schwarzbaum 


We Need to Talk 


toe 


(Clockwise from left) 
John C. Reilly, Christoph 
Waltz, Kate Winslet, 
and Jodie Foster 


Carnage 

In Carnage, Roman Polanski’s airless, atonal 
adaptation of Yasmina Reza’s ruthless Broad- 
way hit comedy God of Carnage, Jodie Foster 
and John C. Reilly play the Longstreets, pro- 
gressive parents of a boy hurt in a playground 
fight. Kate Winslet and Christoph Waltz play 
the Cowans, type A parents of the boy who 
did the hurting. And in the beginning of this 
self-consciously chic cocktail canapé of a 


story (in limited release Dec. 16), the Cowans 
pay a conciliatory call on behalf of their kid 
at the Longstreets’ tasteful Brooklyn home. 
The playwright rigs the machinery so that 
the veneer of civility erodes quickly, revealing 
the four adults as arbitrary savages. The 
filmmaker, meanwhile, adds his own dollop 
of claustrophobia and insularity, shooting at 
odd angles and creating a strange feeling of 
dispassion best described as an imaginary 
Euro-Brooklyn of the soul. In such an 
audience stroker, where casting is everything 
(on Broadway, James Gandolfini brought 
exciting menace to the role of Mr. Long- 
street), Winslet and Waltz jell while Foster 
and Reilly flounder, unable to make sense of 
what kind of people they’re supposed to be. 
They’re not to blame: No one makes sense in 
Reza’s world of glittering mockery. C+ 


POSSIBLES Supporting Actor, 
Christoph Waltz; Supporting Actress, 
Kate Winslet 

LONG SHOT Supporting Actress, 
Jodie Foster —DAVE KARGER 


OSCAR CHANCES 


Tilda Swinton and 
Jasper Newell 


About Kevin 


STARRING 7i/da Swinton, Ezra Miller 
DIRECTED BY Lynne Ramsay 
R, 1 HR., 54 MINS. 
By Owen Gleiberman 
Lynne Ramsay’s We Need to Talk About Kevin 
is exploitation posing as art. Based on Lionel 
Shriver’s 2008 novel, it’s a stacked-deck 
psychological horror film about a suburban 
mom, played by Tilda Swinton, who along 
with her wimpy husband (John C. Reilly) 
raises a son named Kevin, who grows up 
into a monster—a taunting teen sociopath 
with a violent chip on his shoulder. The older 
Kevin is played by Ezra Miller, who sneers 
like Adrian Grenier’s androgynous cousin 
and is easily the best thing in the movie. 
Kevin perpetrates a school massacre, but 
anyone looking for insight into, say, the 
minds of the Columbine killers won’t find it 
in We Need to Talk About Kevin. The movie is 
creepy, but it has no texture or depth. It’s 


like The Omen directed by Miranda July. 
Swinton, for all her skill, gives an overly 
chilly and cerebral performance. She’s 
so forbiddingly severe that the film’s mes- 
sage seems to be: This is what can happen 
if Tilda Swinton is your mom. B= 


§ OSCAR CHANCES 


POSSIBLE Actress,Tilda Swinton 
. LONG SHOTS Director, Lynne Ramsay; 
Adapted Screenplay, Lynne Ramsay, 
Fy a Rory Stewart Kinnear —DAVEKARGER 
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John Kani, Vanessa 
Redgrave, Ralph Fiennes, 
Jessica Chastain, and 
Harry Fenn in Coriolanus 


Coriolanus 


STARRING Ralph Fiennes, Vanessa Redgrave, Gerard Butler 
DIRECTED BY Ralph Fiennes 

R, 2 HRS., 2 MINS. 

By Lisa Schwarzbaum 

With its warring factions, citizen uprisings, guerrilla insurgencies, political 
intrigue, bloody warfare, family tensions, and homoerotic subtext, Coriolanus 
is one of the year’s best political thrillers. It’s also nearly 500 years old. The 
Shakespearean tragedy from which the movie draws its textual heft, though, 
has received an utterly arresting, creative modern-day adaptation. The title 
refers to the name of honor bestowed on the Roman general Caius Martius 
(Ralph Fiennes), a fearless, hard-boiled military man rewarded for his service 
with political office for which he’s thoroughly unsuited. Ousted by the very 
populace he despises, he takes revenge by allying himself against his own 
city with the guerrilla leader Tullus Aufidius (a really good Gerard Butler, in a 
meaty role), the sworn enemy he loves as much as he 
hates. It gets worse from there: Caius’ lioness of a 
mother (Vanessa Redgrave) is angry with him too. 
Redgrave gives a towering performance, and it’s a 
measure of the production's success (and the astute 
screenplay by Rango’s John Logan) that she is met 

at every scene by worthy costars, including 2011’s 
ubiquitous Jessica Chastain as Caius’ wife. 

With his shaved head and burning eyes ringed 
with streaks of blood, Fiennes not only makes a 
brilliant, fearsome Coriolanus—he also displays an 
exciting talent for filmmaking, based on this, his 


Supporting Actress, 
feature directorial debut. He smartly chose The Hurt Vanessa Redgrave 


Locker cinematographer Barry Ackroyd to give Actor Relorn Benes 
Coriolanus—shot, aptly, in Serbia—its restless, Adapted Screenplay, 
John Logan 


naturalistic, ripped-from-the-headlines look. The —DAVE KARGER 
result is Shakespeare on a trip wire. A= 


“Give 


WITHER 


to fans of 


THE HUNGER 
GAMES” 


paperback! 
Also available 
as an eBook. 


SNAP IT & WATCH 
THE TRAILER 
ON YOUR SMARTPHONE 


GET THE FREE APP AT 
http://gettag.mobi 


THECHEMICAL 
GARDENBOOKS.COM 


BM EFYR, 
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REVIEWS MQ 


Josh Duhamel; 
(inset) Halle Berry 


New Year’s Eve 


STARRING Katherine Heigl, Jon Bon Jovi 
DIRECTED BY Garry Marshall 

PG-13, 1 HR., 57 MINS. 

By Owen Gleiberman 


New Year’s Eve, a schlock ensemble love-o- 
rama timed for the season of easy good 
feeling, is a movie I often found myself laugh- 
ing at in ridicule, and one that also gave me a 
lump in the throat. So I guess you could say 
[had a good time. The movie, like last year’s 
Valentine’s Day, was written by Katherine 
Fugate and directed by Garry Marshall, and I 
can just imagine Marshall showing up on the 
set to basically shout seven words: “Action!” 
“All right, everybody, overact!” “Okay, cut!” 
If you had to pick the cheesiest subplot, 
your head might explode. Is it Jon Bon Jovi 
as a rock star trying to win back the fiancée 
he dumped—a superchef played by Katherine 
Heigl, who looks as if she can barely slice 
a pineapple? Is it Ashton Kutcher as a smirk- 
aleck stuck on a grimy elevator with an 
agonizingly sincere backup singer (Lea 
Michele)? Is it Hilary Swank as a Times 
Square exec who saves the dropping New 
Year’s Eve ball from mechanical failure? (She 
calls...Kominsky! A repairman with funny 
Russian accent!) Or is it Robert De Niro as 
a dying man with a bucket-list wish so wispy 
that the entire anecdote seems designed 
to let De Niro shoot his scenes in less than 
an hour? New Year’s Eve is dunderheaded 
kitsch, but it’s the kind of marzipan movie 
that can sweetly soak up a holiday evening. B= 


The Chart 


THE TOP 20 


18 
ot) 


20 


The Twilight 
Saga: Breaking 
Dawn—Part 1 


During what was the slowest 
frame of the year, the fourth 
Twilight entry became the 
first one to top the box office 
three weeks in a row. How's 
that for aging well? 


WEEKEND 
GROSS* 


NUMBER OF 
SITESS 


WEEKEND 
PER-SITE 
AVERAGE 


PERCENTAGE 
CHANGE 


WEEKS IN 
RELEASE 


GROSS 
TO DATE* 


THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING... | $16.5 | 4,046 | $4,087 -60 3 $246.9 
THE MUPPETS $11.1 3,440 | $3,222 -62 2 
Despite strong reviews and an 
A grade from CinemaScore 
viewers, the PG-rated comedy 
dropped more than any other 
current wide release, Luckily, 
with a budget of $40 million, 
The Muppets has already made 
enough green to be in the black. 
HUGO $7.6 1840 | $4,107 -33 2 $25.1 
ARTHUR CHRISTMAS $7.4 3,376 | $2,192 -39 2 $25.3 
After a dismal debut over 
Thanksgiving weekend, Sony’s 
animated holiday tale showed 
some surprising stamina, which 
it surely hopes to maintain 
throughout the season. | | 
HAPPY FEET TWO $5.9 3,536 | $1,674 -56 3 $517 
JACK AND JILL $5.4 3,049 | $1,757 -46 4 $64.2 
—— |; ———j 
THE DESCENDANTS $48 574 $8,344 -35 3 $17.7 
IMMORTALS $4.5 2,627 | $1,700 -50 4 $75.7 
TOWER HEIST $4.0 2,404 | $1,645 -45 | 5 $70.6 
PUSS IN BOOTS $3.0 2,750 | $1,106 | 6 $139.5 
2 ———s 
J. EDGAR $2.3 1,985 | $1,163 -54 4 $32.6 
T = 
MY WEEK WITH MARILYN $12 244 $4,834 -33 2 $3.9 
AVERY HAROLD & KUMAR 3D... $1.0 710 $1,388 -38 5 $33.1 
MONEYBALL $0.6 1,004 $568 +100 a8] $73.8 
IN TIME $0.6 421 $1,319 -28 6 $35.9 
THE IDES OF MARCH | $0.5 1,016 $508 +103 9 $40.1 
SHAME $0.3 10 $34,952 - 1 $0.3 
The sexually explicit drama 
starring Michael Fassbender 
scored the largest debut for an 
NC-17 film since 1996's Crash. 
The movie will double its 
screen count this week. 
DOLPHIN TALE $03 410 $769 +70 
— 
MELANCHOLIA $0.3 129 $2,096 -18 
—4y 
LIKE CRAZY | $0.3 152 $1,696 | -39 


SOURCE: Rentrak Corporation; weekend of Dec. 2-4, 2011 "Weekend-gross and gross-to-date figures in millions 
‘Includes some multiscreen theaters and prints shipped as well as individual screens 
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DVD«Downloads 


What movies to own, rent, and stream this week BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


PINTO AND FRANCO: JOE LEDERER; CAESAR: WETA; HEAVENLY CREATURES: MIRAMAX/EVERETT COLLECTION; MIDNIGHT IN PARIS: ROGER ARPAJOU 


Rise of the Planet | 
of the Apes 


Surprise! Last summer’s Apes is 
actually an enjoyable chapter ina 
decidedly uneven series. 


OR A FRANCHISE about the intelli- 

gence of our simian brethren, it’s 

amazing how stupid most of the Planet 
of the Apes films are. After the success of 
Charlton Heston’s 1968 cheese-classic 
original, which famously climaxed with the 
overemoting thespian’s “God damn you 
all to hell!” declaration, the studio 
proceeded to run the series into 
the ground with four increas- 
ingly silly and shoddy sequels. 
Then, in 2001, Tim Burton dug 
the sci-fi saga out of mothballs 


with the assistance of Rick 
Baker’s makeup and a 
wooden Mark Wahlberg 
performance. Not only was 
Burton’s reboot bad, it was 
pointless, too. It had noth- 
ing on its mind besides a 
grab for cash and nostalgia. 
With the bar set so low, it’s 
no surprise that folks were 
impressed by Rise of the 
Planet of the Apes (2011, 
PG-13, 1 hr., 45 mins.) last 
summer. You can’t help 
but think this is the movie 
Burton should have made. 
Director Rupert Wyatt 
smartly ditches the time- 
traveling-astronaut setup 
of the previous Apes flicks 
and focuses on the here and 
now, with James Franco 
as a scientist testing an 
experimental Alzheimer’s 
drug on chimps. His 
serum works too well: The animals get 
smarter, but they also literally go ape and 
bust up the lab. When the project is shut 
down, Franco adopts baby Caesar, and as he 
grows up and becomes more aggressive, he’s 
locked up in an inhumane facility (where a 
brutal employee actually gets to utter the 
groaner “Take your stinkin’ paws off me, 
you damn dirty ape!”). Caesar incites an 
ape rebellion, which ends with a swarm of 
rampaging primates swinging across the 
Golden Gate Bridge like Kurt Thomas in 
Gymkata. Rise’s message is obvious, not to 
mention decidedly pro-ape (man is the true 
beast, apparently). But the real draw here is 
the chance to see another jaw-dropping 
motion-capture performance by 
Andy Serkis (The Lord of the 
Rings), who plays Caesar. He’s 
the reason this Apes gets our 
(opposable) thumbs-up. 


Freida Pinto and 
James Franco; 
(below) Caesar 


HEAVENLY CREATURES 
(1994, R) Kate Winslet, 
Melanie Lynskey 
Winslet kicked off her 


big-screen career in 
this early Peter Jackson 
film about two teen- 
agers whose obsessive 
friendship leads to 
murder. 


CONTAGION (2011, PG-13) 
Kate Winslet, Matt Damon, 
Gwyneth Paltrow A scare- 
the-crap-out-of-you 
medical thriller about a 
viral pandemic. 


VELVET GOLDMINE (1998, 
R) Ewan McGregor, Christian 
Bale Todd Haynes’ 
glittery glam-rock 
fantasia about a pair 

of musicians loosely 
based on David Bowie 
and Iggy Pop makes 

its Blu-ray debut. 


q ~ i 
e\ (VR g 


MIDNIGHT IN PARIS 
(2011, PG-13) Owen Wilson, 
Rachel McAdams Woody 
Allen creates a City of 
Light that exists solely 
in the mind of Wilson's 
frustrated Hollywood 
screenwriter. B 12/20 


WARRIOR (2011, PG-13) 
Tom Hardy, Joel Edgerton 
A drama about 
estranged brothers 
who are both MMA 
fighters. B 12/20 


Most grades are from EW’s reviews of 
the original theatrical release 
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Pierce Brosnan; 
(inset) Anika 
Noni Rose 


Bag of Bones 


Premieres Dec. 11, 9 p.m. 
A&E 
By Ken Tucker 


HILE IT MAY sound odd to 
describe Stephen King’s 
Bag of Bones as warm and 
comfy, that’s a big part of 
its pleasure. The two-part 
miniseries features well- 
known faces (Pierce 
Brosnan, Jason Priestley, 
The Good Wife’s Anika Noni 
Rose) experiencing otherworldly duress in 
states of both dread and Maine (well, Nova 
Scotia passing as Maine). There’s a big, old 
haunted house, a novelist hero suffering from 
writer's block (a recurring King theme), and 
some finely detailed supporting characters 
who render the scary stuff as believable as it 
can be. It is, in other words, both familiar 
and surprising, just the kind of combo that 
can make for satisfying escapism. 

Brosnan is best-selling novelist Mike 
Noonan, a widower whose wife is unfortu- 
nately played by Annabeth Gish. I say 
“unfortunate” because I like Gish’s acting so 
much, I wanted to see more of her. Looking to 
crank out a novel to maintain his commercial 
momentum, the grief-stricken, idea-bereft 
Mike tries to write while sequestering him- 
self in the Maine house he inherited from his 
wife. However, anyone who's read a King book 
or seen an adaptation of one knows that 
there’s no sequestering to be done in Maine. 
And so Mike encounters a curse involving a 
mean old rich man (TV great William 
Schallert), a curvy widow (Melissa George), 
and a dead blues singer (Rose). Mike’s wife 
communicates with him via refrigerator 
magnets and tinkling bells. And he has visions 
of drowning children and talking trees mixed 
with murder and rape. Unlike lesser writers, 
King is often effective when he crams as many 
forms of fear as possible into one tale. Bag of 
Bones is occasionally hokey, and Brosnan over- 
works his mad cackling, but the production 
is never less than creepily engaging. B+ 
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CRAIG SJODIN/ABC (7) 


The Bachelor: Meet 
Ben’s 25 New “Ladies” 


“Thisis one great, sincere, 
romantic season,” says 
Bachelor host Chris 
Harrison of 29-year-old 
winemaker Ben Flajnik’s 
quest to find loveamong 
25 single ladies on ABC’s 
The Bachelor (premiering 
Jan.2). How coulditnot 
be? Ben, who was brutally 
rebuffed by Ashley on last season’s 7) he Bachelor ette, 
has sensitive-guy hair! He cried multiple times on the 
show! And did we mention the guy makes wine fora 
living? “Benisa different kind of Bachelor. He’snot Jake 
Pavelka, who seemed so perfect. He’san organicand 
attractive guy, and the women were fascinated by him” 
Somuchso that Harrison hada hard time picking his 
five most compelling bachelorettes. But here they are, 
for better or for worse. JESSICA SHAW 


[SSS SE EE SS eee, 
JENNA, 27, overanalytical and very 
BLOGGER emotional. The whole thing 
“| don’t know if might have been a little too 


much for her. She has a 
tough time fighting for time 
with Ben. From the moment 


it’s because she’s a 
blogger or that she’s from 
New York City, but she is 


Then lor, B y 
be Flajnik, bere 


ff comp et ting fork love 


the limo doors opened on 
the first night, it was on. 
And that hit her quicker 
than anybody.” 


AMBER T,., 29, 
CRITICAL-CARE 
NURSE “Amber 
Pis this cute little 
nurse from the heartland. 
She's the all-American tom- 
boy. Early on, you see clips 
of her back home shooting 
skeet with her shotgun. 
She's a very interesting 
juxtaposition with Ben, 
who is this cosmopolitan 
San Francisco winemaker. 
Sometimes you think you 
know the kind of things you 
want, but then you meet 
someone and you realize 
maybe you don’t want what 
you thought you wanted.” 


COURTNEY, 28, 
MODEL “If Ben 
= could have fallen 
on the cement 
when she got out of 
the limo, he would have. 
She's this beautiful, leggy 


model from California, 
and he is infatuated with 
her. The big question is: Is 
there more to Courtney? 
Is Ben going to be that 
typical guy who goes for 
the immediate physical 
attraction? And let's 
face it, not everyone is 
showing up to be 
sincere. She's also very 
competitive. So you have 
to question whether 

she is there to get her 

15 minutes or is she 
there to win Ben.” 


KACIE B., 24, 
ADMINIS- 
TRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 

“She is definitely 

America’s sweetheart this 

season. She's a Southern 

girl who's pure as the driven 
snow. She's sweet tea 
sitting on a porch. Even the 
girls fall in love with her. 

She’s an early front-runner, 

and she makes life very 

easy for him. They have this 
really good connection.” 


LINDZI C., 27, 
BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGER 
“Lindzi makes a very 
strong first impression. 
She’s the girl who trots up 
ona horse, making an 
entrance unlike anybody 
else. At the time, part of me 
thought that was a daring 
move. But she definitely has 
the personality, charm, and 
sense of humor to pull it off. 
She seems like a perfect, 
obvious fit for Ben, but as 
time goes by you wonder, is 
there more to this girl?” m 
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SoundBites 


“Jeff you don’t 
need to worry what 
foreigners think 
of you. That’s your 

birthright as 
an American.” 


“The Senate is doing 
its first-ever Secret 
Santa gift exchange this 

_ year. Yeah, there's a 
$10 spending limit, 
but they plan to go 

$14 trillion over budget.” 


—Jimmy Fallon on 
Late Night 


“Why would someone 
assume I'm a friend of 
Ellen just because I’m 
mannish and highly 
aggressive and have 
short hair and | only wear 
tracksuits and | coach 
a girls’ sport and 
| married myself?” 


—Sue (Jane Lynch) on Glee 


“| used to say | wanted 
to live long enough to see 
a black president. | didn’t 
realize how easy that 
would be. | want to live 
long enough to see a really, 
really gay president or 
a supermodel president. 
| want to see all the 
different presidents.” 


—Darryl (Craig Robinson), on why he 
wants to get in shape, on The Office 


“You manifest with 
abundance in the heart 
department.” 
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Football 


On Nov. 27, Ben 
Roethlisberger 
helped the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers 
score a 13-9 win 
over the Kansas 
City Chiefs. 


eu SUNDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL NBC Sunday, 83lpm. | 203) 1 


©) DANCING WITHTHESTARSABGMonday8pm. | 19.6 | 3 


= DANCING WITH THE STARS ABC Tuesday,9pm. | 19.6 | 5 


— ee 
>.» NCIS CBS, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 18.5 2 
60 MINUTES CBS, Sunday, 7:55 p.m. 17.0 8 


©) TWOANDAHALF MEN CBS, Monday,9pm. | 158 | 7 


_ NCIS: LOS ANGELES CBS, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 141| 4 


© MIKE & MOLLY CBS, Monday, 9:31 pm. B1| 14 


MODERN FAMILY ABC, Wednesday, 9 p.m. 127 | 9 


— 
| 2BROKE GIRLS CBS Monday,830pm. | 13 | 16 
©) CASTLE ABC, Monday, 10 pm. 109 | - | 
57) ONCEUPONATIME ABC, Sunday, 8pm. | 107 | — 
; HAWAII FIVE-O CBS, Monday, 10 p.m. 10.6 V7 


"UNFORGETTABLE CBS, Tuesday, 10:02pm. | 10.4 | 20 


_ THEBIGBANG THEORY (R)CBS,Thursday,8pm. | 10.4 — 


THE AMAZING RACE CBS, Sunday, 8:55p.m. | 101 | 25 


HOWIMET YOUR MOTHER CBS, Monday, 8pm. | 10.0 | 24 


| THE X FACTOR Fox, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 94 | = 


“© LASTMANSTANDING ABC, Tuesday,8pm. | 93 | 33 
“\) THE MIDDLE ABC, Wednesday, 8 p.m. | 91 | 32 
+\\ THE X FACTOR Fox, Wednesday, 8 p.m. 86 | 21 


YOU DESERVE IT ABC, Monday, 9:01 p.m. 86 | = 


; SUBURGATORY ABC, Wednesday, 8:30 p.m. 84 | 36 


“CRIMINAL MINDS (R) CBS, Wednesday, 9pm. | 83 | — 


“= SURVIVOR: SOUTH PAGFIC CBS, Wedhesday,8pm | 8.0 | 19 


SOURCE: Nielsen Media Research, week of Nov. 21-27, 2011 "In millions 


MORE ON EW.COM Find fresh recaps of 
The X Factor, Once Upon a Time, Survivor: South 
k® Pacific, and more every week on EW.com 
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HOMELAND: KENT SMITH/SHOWTIME; FEAR FACTOR: MICHAEL WEAVER/NBC; ENLIGHTENED: NICOLA GOODE/HBO 


ab 


A DAY-TO-DAY 
-. GUIDE TO 
; NOTABLE 
MN PROGRAMS* 
By Jessica Shaw 


Homeland 


SUNDAY, DEC. 18 | 10-11PM | SHOWTIME | TV-MA {0 


ON Just because you’re paranoid doesn’t mean 

x : al-Qaeda’s not trying to kill you. Or so we’ve 
teamed from this gripping CIA drama. The crazier agent 
Carrie Mathison (Claire Danes) gets in her off-the-meds 
mania, the more her conspiracy theories about possibly 
“turned” American POW/congressional candidate Nicholas 
Brody (Damian Lewis) seem to make sense. Tonight’s season 
finale finds Carrie near-catatonic and confined to bed, leaving 
her colleague Saul (Mandy Patinkin) to investigate, while Brody 
makes final preparations for the vice president’s policy summit, 
and a long-awaited plot against America unfolds. No one will 
be able to predict the outcome of the attack—not Saul, not 
Carrie, and probably not you either, which is what makes 
Homeland one of the most suspenseful shows on T’V. If you don’t 
watch, then the terrorists have already won. —Melissa Maerz 


DECEMBER 12 


Joe Rogan 


8-10PM 
Fear Factor 
aided TV-PG-L EB 


How disgusting is the new Fear 
BREMIERE Factor compared with the bug- 

: gobbling original? “It’s way 
grosser,” says returning host Joe Rogan, who 
gleefully cheerleads contestants into acts that 
will keep them from having political careers. 
“But it’s also much more spectacular. The stunts 
look like scenes in an action movie.” Contestants 
jump cars on moving trains, get yanked off a cliff 
by a helicopter, and eat live scorpions. The prize: 
still only $50,000. Public acts of humiliation 
just don’t buy what they used to. —James Hibberd 


8-10:15PM 

Battle of the Nutcrackers 

Ovation, TV-G EB 

Nigel Lythgoe and Debbie 

Allen host this weeklong 

competition of Nutcracker 

performances. Don’t worry. 

You should have “Dance of 

the Sugar Plum Fairy” out 

of your head by July 4. Laura Dern 

9-9:31PM SEASON FINALE 

Two and a Half Men 9:30-10PM 

CBS fo Enlightened 

Alan has the hots for HBO, TV-MA fo 

Walden’s mom, who's played Laura Dern’s Amy 

by Mimi Rogers, who's not confronts the men in 

much older than Demi her life, with results 

Moore, whose month clearly that only heighten the 

hasn't been bad enough. promise of this unusu- 
ally humane, squirmy, 

9-10PM occasionally thrilling 

The Real Housewives series. “Goodness 

of Beverly Hills exists,” Amy says. “It’s 

Bravo, TV-14-DLS fa all around... It’s just 

Pandora's bachelorette party asleep.” | believe, Amy. 

in Vegas! Booze. Gambling. Please renew this show, 

Giggy. What could go wrong? HBO. A= —Ken Tucker 


“TIMES ARE EASTERN STANDARD AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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KK Ke K® 
“MARIE LU’S 
NOVELIS A 
‘LEGEND’ IN 
THE MAKING.” 


—USA TODAY 


“FINE WRITING 
AND EXCELLENT 
EXECUTION. 
SEQUEL, 
PLEASE!” 


—ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


“STUNNER.” 


—PUBLISHERS WEEKLY, 
STARRED REVIEW 


FACEBOOK.COM/LEGENDTHESERIES 


G. P. PUTNAM’s SONS 
A DIVISION OF PENGUIN GRouP (USA) 


w Books are better 


TV WHATtoWATCH 


DECEMBER 13 


NCIS: Los Angeles 

CBS fc) 

A device that could destroy 
L.A.? If the city can with- 
stand the Kardashian DNA, it 
can withstand anything. 


2011 CMT Artists of the Year 
CMT, TV-PG fa 

Rob Lowe hosts this special, 
which honors Jason Aldean, 
Kenny Chesney, Lady Ante- 
bellum, Brad Paisley, and Taylor 
Swift. Not sure what qualifies 
him beyond the fact that Billy 
in St Elmos Fire played the sax. 


Regal Affairs 


Will and Kate: 

Inside the Royal Marriage 
NBC, TV-PG Ea 

All the intimate 
details..that have 

been pre- 

approved 

by the 

palace. 


Clockwise from left) Titus Welliver, 
Catherine Bell, Suleka Mathew, 
Adrian} Holmes, and Ryan McDonal¢ 


Good Morning, Killer 
TNT, TV-14-DSV co 


Based on a crime novel by April Smith, this TV movie 
stars Catherine Bell (JAG) as Ana Grey, an FBI 

agent on the hunt for a kidnapper who preys on 
aspiring models. The plot—though not exactly 
groundbreaking—could have had potential, but it 
gets sidetracked by multiple story lines, like Grey’s 
secret on-again-off-again romance with a fellow 
detective, and the squabbles between the parents of 
a victim. In fact, the movie doesn’t really find its 
footing until the second half, when the focus turns 
to profiling the serial-kidnapping suspect and 
tracking down his whereabouts. That’s when the 
pace picks up—but an hour’s a long time to wait for 
things to finally get interesting. C+ —Nuzhat Naoreen 


DECEMBER 14 


Jaromir 
Jagr 
-: 


- 


SEASON PREMIERE 


24/7 Flyers/Rangers: Road 

to the NHL Winter Classic 
HBO, TV-MA 5 

Jaromir Jagr, the 
mulleted wonder of 

the 1990s, is back 

in the NHL playing for 
the Philadelphia Flyers, 
and he'll face his former 
team, the New York 
Rangers, in this year’s 
Winter Classic. HBO’s 
addictive docuseries 
follows the run-up to 
the Jan. 2 game. Get in 
the spirit by knockinga__ | 
few of your front teeth 
out before watching. | 
—Dalton Ross | 


Fear and Desire 

TCM, TV-PG fa) 

Stanley Kubrick hated his 
first film, about four soldiers 
stranded behind enemy lines, 
and tried to keep it from 
being screened. So honor 

the great filmmaker tonight 
by ignoring his wishes out 

of morbid curiosity. 


Psych 

USA, TV-PG f& 

Jason Priestley plays a sexy 
grifter who scams Arrested 
Development's Tony Hale 

in tonight’s midseason 
finale. Somewhere in a 
metaphorical Peach Pit 
booth, Brandon sighs. 


Funniest Commercials 

of the Year: 2011 

TBS, TV-14-L £3 

Isaiah “I'll never live down 
being the Old Spice quy” 
Mustafa hosts this look at 
ads that made us laugh this 
year. Sorry, Jennifer Lopez 
and Fiat—these are ads that 
made us laugh intentionally. 


ad 
« 
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Katy Perry 
and Barbara 


Barbara Walters Presents: 
The 10 Most Fascinating 
People of 2011 

ABC fa 

Brace yourself for the 
awkwardness—or at 
least have a drinking 
game—each time 
Barbara talks about 
fascinating person Kim 
Kardashian’s butt. Or 
Pippa Middleton’s, for 
that matter. The list also 
includes average- 
posteriored folk such as 
Modern Family's Jesse 
Tyler Ferguson and Eric 
Stonestreet, Katy Perry, 
Simon Cowell, and Derek 
Jeter. Bottoms up! 
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SELLING SPELLING MANOR: ANN SUMMA/GETTY IMAGES/HGTV; STEVE NILES’ REMAINS: PAUL MELLUZZ0/CHILLER: LEWIS: GREGG BARSON MANSFIELD AVENUE PRODUCTIONS; SURVIVOR: MONTY BRINTON/CBS 


DECEMBER 15 DECEMBER 16 
9-1L1PM SERIES DEBUT 
The Year With Katie Couric 8-8:30PM 
ABCEH Bama Glama 
Katie and Peopte teamed Food, TV-G fa 
up to highlight the most Anew show about 
remarkable events of 2011. Alabama event designer 
Let's just hope they didn’t Scot Wedgeworth. Did he 
overlook the day angry leave off the second t for 
fans picketed the maga- talent or tackiness? 
zine's offices after Ryan 
Gosling wasn’t named the 8-9PM 
Sexiest Man Alive. Christmas in Washington F 
Candy TNT ca . : ae 
SEASON FINALE Spelling Justin Bieber, Victoria 10PM-MIDNIGHT 
10-10;30PM Justice, and Cee Lo Green Steve Niles’ Remains 
It’s Always Sunny 9-10PM perform at the annual Chiller, TV-14-DLSV 
in Philadelphia Selling Spelling Manor concert, which is expected Missing The Walking 
FX, TV-MA fa HGTV, TV-G 5 to be attended by the Dead? Chiller’s first 
The gang come up witha When British heiress Petra Ecclestone bought President and First Lady. original movie, set in 
plan to redeem their high Spelling Manor, Candy Spelling had 30 days to Of course, it won't exactly Reno after a back- 
school reputations. Does it vacate. Naturally that meant making a TV show inspire confidence if Obama firing “nuke oven” fries 
involve Romy or Michele? about having 30 days to vacate—and it’s incredible. takes time out from nearly everyone's 
How could one not be transfixed by near hoarder world leading to listen to brains, is also based 

SERIES DEBUT Candy and her straight-faced delivery of truly “Best Friend's Brother.” ona comic book and 
10-LIPM absurd facts and justifications. “I needed to give has plenty of flesh- 
Impractical Jokers the house integrity,” she says of importing every 8-9PM eating zombies and 
truTV, TV-1450) single lighting fixture from Europe. “I had a bust Chuck mismatched survivors. 
Sal, Q, Murr, and Joe reduction since then,” she reveals, explaining NBC, TV-PG-LV Ga Just don’t expect 
are friends who dare one that Prince Charles once talked only to her at a Chuck tries to take down a AMC production 
another to do insanely charity benefit. And when she gets “really computer virus. You'd think values or (other than 
embarrassing things. stressed,” she plays Pac-Man. For fans of high he'd know better than to The Wire’s Lance 
Like have names that camp, this show is a gift...worthy of at least click on the “I lost 15 Ibs. Reddick) decent acting. 
are Murr and Q? two of the manor’s three wrapping rooms. B+ eating acai!” Facebook ad. c+ —Aubry DArminio 

ru DECEMBER DECEMBER IS _ am a 
8-10PM 7-9PM 8-11PM 
Christmas Comes Home Z100’s Jingle Ball Live From Survivor: South Pacific 
to Canaan Madison Square Garden CBS 
Hallmark, TV-G 5 Fuse, TV-14 


Billy Ray Cyrus portrays a 
small-town Texas dad with 
a big-time accent who falls 
in love with a pretty rehab 
nurse. | have a bad feeling 
that “the spirit of Christmas” 
plays a prominent role 

in this movie. 


9-10PM 

WWE Tribute to the Troops 
NBC, TV-PG fo 

For the second year, the 
show is being taped in this 
country. | guess wrestlers 
these days are way too 
wimpy to go to Afghanistan. 
(Please don’t hurt me, 
Dolph Ziggler!) 


11:29PM-1AM 
Saturday Night Live 
NBC Eo 

Former cast member 
Jimmy Fallon makes his 
hosting debut! | wonder 
if musical guest Michael 
Bublé will be inspired to 
give us his rendition of 
“Lyin’ Ass Bitch.” 


Jerry Lewis 


8-10PM 

Method to the 

Madness of Jerry Lewis 
Encore, TV-PG Gi 

“If you don’t get Jerry 
Lewis, you don’t really 
understand comedy,” 
says Jerry Seinfeld in 
this almost exhaust- 
ingly thorough 
documentary. “He is 
essentially it.” Even if 
you've dismissed 
Lewis as an old yuk- 
ster who's inexplicably 
big in France, you'll 

be intrigued by the 
85-year-old showman, 
his legion of devotees, 
and the fact that 

he still tells rabbi-and- 
priest jokes. Bt 


Lady Gaga, Kelly Clarkson, 
and Demi Lovato rock it 
out, Santa-style. 


9-10PM 

Shark Shoot: Fiji 

Travel, TV-PG 5) 
Photographer (and EW con- 
tributor) Michael Muller's 
stunning shots of the 
sharks that kindly didn't 
eat him or his camera. 


9-10PM 

Geek Love 

TLC ES 

Inside Sci-Fi Speed Dating, a 
company that matches the 
kind of people who wear 
Darth Vader masks on dates. 


SEASON FINALE 
9-10PM 

Dexter 

Showtime, TV-MA 
Dexter races against a 
lunar eclipse to catch the 
Doomsday Killer before 
his final act. Curse you, 
murder-compliant moon! 


You have to love Coach, 
| mean, his hair is 
ridiculous, he goes on 


national television and attributes a 
quote toaRomanemperorthat 4 
really came from a Jheri-curl 
salesman, and he turns every 
season of Survivor he is on 
into his own personal tai chi 
infomercial. But damn if Coach 
hasn’t also managed to play a 
near-perfect game this time 
around—coming in as an 
outcast and somehow con- 
niving his way into a position 
of power. But with great 
power comes...a great big 
target on your back! Can the 
man-with-the-ponytail-plan 
follow in Boston Rob's foot- 
steps and become the second- 
straight returning player to win 
the game? More important, 
will Cochran tell more tales of 
pooping on himself and sharing 
sperm with girls at the reunion 
show? Who knows? The only 
thing you can really count on is 
Brandon having five emotional 
breakdowns before the 
evening is done. —Dalton Ross 
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Takes corners precisely. 
Torque Vectoring Control 


Takes gears smoothly. 
PowerShift 6-Speed 
Automatic Transmission’ 


Takes bumps easily. 
Control Blade™ Rear Suspension 


*Optional. **Class is Small Sedans and Hatchbacks. 


____¥4) Takes driving seriously. 


' Class-exclusive standard performance features” 


ALL-NEW FOCUS. 


ford.com 


Drive one. 


Jonah Hill and Channing. 
Tatum in 21 Jump'Stfeer 
(inset) MSTRKRFT ~~ 


Ryan Reynolds in Safe House; 
(inset) Jay-Z and Kanye West 


ISE A rogue ex-ClA agent 
and a newbie operative try to escape 
a safe house under attack, apparently 
by Kanye West and Jay-Z’s pounding 
“No Church in the Wild.” It’s the 
ultimate showdown: ’Ye vs. Hova. 
Denzel Washington vs. shirtless Ryan 
Reynolds. You vs. self-control. FIND 
THE SONG On 2011’s Watch the Throne. 


Two rookie-cop 
doofballs (Channing Tatum and 
Jonah Hill) step into Johnny Depp’s 


Je 


undercover “Who, me? I’m just a 
29-year-old high school junior with a 
handgun” shoes for this big-screen 
revamp. Soundtracking their 
triumphant return to fake teendom: 
Canadian electro duo MSTRKRFT’s 
wall-vibrating banger “Bounce.” 
FIND THE SONG On 2009's Fist of God. 


If the heinous 
behavior of blond chupacabra Mavis 
Gary (Charlize Theron)—or the 
shocked dismay she elicits from 


Robert De Niro in Being Flynn; 
(inset) Badly Drawn Boy 


Movie Trailers: What’s That Song? 


"Tis the season to escape to the multiplex—and possibly adda slew of new songs to your playlist, 
thanks to these music-heavy previews. By Leah Greenblatt and Melissa Maerz 


residents of her Minnesota home- 
town when she returns to reclaim her 
old boyfriend—doesn’t already tell 
you she’s trouble, David Bowie will. 
His glam-rock classic “Queen Bitch” 
drives the point home excellently. 
FIND THE SONG On 1971’s Hunky Dory. 


: Okay, so this 
Greenpeace-friendly drama features 
avery earnest Drew Barrymore 
saying things like “You have whales 
in trouble, and you didn’t call me?” 


‘WOD JOVWIBYIM/THISOLOHdHVUVS ‘AO NMVUO ATOVS ‘S39¥WI ALL39/0N01 GOe -LSuNdLSW 
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LETO: ANDREAS RENTZ/GETTY IMAGES. 


And yet, it’s worth watching the trailer just 
to hear Passion Pit’s soaring indie-pop epic 
“Moth’s Wings.” Forget the whales. Save the 
hipsters. FIND THE SONG On 2009’s Manners. 


BEING FLYNN A young man (Paul Dano) 
who has searched for his mentally ill dad 
(Robert De Niro) for years finally finds him 
in a homeless shelter. Their bittersweet 
father-son dynamic plays out to the 
evocative acoustic strains of Badly Drawn 
Boy’s “The Shining” and Fleet Foxes’ 
“Helplessness Blues.” FIND THE SONGS 

On 2000's The Hour of Bewilderbeast and 
2011’s Helplessness Blues, respectively. 


PROJECT X It’s all fun and games in The 
Hangover mastermind Todd Phillips’ 
comedy about a house party gone wrong— 
until the DJ puts on Steve Aoki’s remix of 
Kid Cudi’s “Pursuit of Happiness” and some- 
one drives a car into the swimming pool. 
FIND THE SONG Streaming online, or on the 
2010 U.K. import EP Pursuit of Happiness. 


THE SITTER Reluctant babysitter Noah 
Griffith (Jonah Hill again—that scamp!) 


piles his young charges into a minivan and 
embarks on a booty vision quest in the big 
city. Brooklyn rap duo M.O.P’s thunderous 
thug-life anthem “Ante Up” foreshadows the 
many ways in which that is a very, very bad 
idea. FIND THE SONG On 2000's Warriorz. 


| MELT WITH YOU Former college buddies 
Richard (Thomas Jane), Ron (Jeremy 
Piven), Jonathan (Rob Lowe), and Tim 
(Christian McKay) gather for a reunion in 
Big Sur, Calif.—which basically means 

doing hard drugs and watching young girls 
dance to Cameras’ jagged-guitar mood piece 
“Defeatist.” Yes, buried secrets will be 
revealed. And post-punk records will be 
played. FIND THE SONG On 2011’s In Your Room. 


W.E. Madonna directs this lacy-collar drama 
about the scandalous romance between 
Wallis Simpson and King Edward VIII, but 
Skylar Grey provides the thoroughly 
modern soundtrack with her atmospheric 
“Invisible.” “Sometimes when I’m alone, I 
pretend that I’m a queen,” she sings. Funny, 
so does Simpson. And Madonna. FIND THE 
SONG As a single on iTunes. 


“It meant the 
world to me 
because it stoked 
my imagination— 
as it did for 
many people. 
Led Zeppelin 
introduced me to 
a really creative 
side of music, and 
I'll always be very 
grateful for that.” 


<7 


Shakira Charlotte Gainsbourg Anthony Hamilton Various Artists 

Live From Paris Stage Whisper Back to Love We Bought a Zoo 

POP (SONY LATIN) INDIE ROCK (ELEKTRA) R&B (RCA) SOUNDTRACK (COLUMBIA) 
Colombia's If you know Few soul = - After using 
most popular her only as the singers portray wen™ several Sigur 
(legal) export very intense love’s vicissi- a Rés songs in 
is always at her Parisian lady tudes as 2001's Vanilla 
best when you from Lars von a realistically as a" Sky, Cameron 


can see her—the magic of those 
whirligig hips has been turning 
Spanglish jingles like “Whenever, 
Wherever” and “She Wolf” into 
video hits for a decade. And 
Shakira clearly knows it. On this 
combo-pack live album/DVD, she 
writhes and dry-humps through 
her catalog like the world’s 
highest-paid strip-aerobics 
instructor, showing off plenty of 
skin—but sadly, not much musi- 
cianship. C+ —Adam Markovitz 
> BEST TRACK: Hips Don’t Lie 
(on the DVD; why listen when 
she'll let you watch?) 


Trier movies, this double album 
should serve as a good intro- 
duction to Gainsbourg and her 
ultracool brand of electro-pop. 
Featuring unreleased studio 
tracks as well as live perfor- 
mances of songs from her 2009 
breakout IRM, Stage Whisper is 
all slow-grinding skinny-jeans 
disco and breathy emotional 
detachment. In other words: 
impossibly chic, and impossibly 
French. B+ —Melissa Maerz 

+ BEST TRACKS: Strutting 
Terrible Angels + Cure-inspired 
Paradisco 


Hamilton: “Let’s catch a movie, 
then dinner/Tonight’s the night 
we'll just unwind,” he suggests 
on the beautifully understated 
“Best of Me.” Back to Love is as 
solid as any of his previous 

six albums, but its high points 
are the three tunes co-produced 
by Babyface, including the 
slow-burning “Pray for Me” and 
“Mad,” a funky juke-joint jam 
about owning one’s emotions. 
A= —Mikael Wood 

+ BEST TRACKS: Slinky single 
Woo « Keri Hilson-assisted 
Never Let Go 


Crowe hired the Icelandic band’s 
elfin frontman, Jonsi, to score 
his latest. The result—thick with 
multitracked vocals, plaintive 
piano, and swooning orchestral 
arrangements by classical-music 
hotshot Nico Muhly—feels 
more or less indistinguishable 
from a Sigur Rds album, though 
Jénsi does flash a refreshingly 
frisky side on “Gathering 
Stories,” which he co-wrote 
with Crowe. B —Mikael Wood 

+ BEST TRACKS: Swelling 
hymn vin Endar « Avant-pop 
tune Boy Lilikoi 
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‘AS MUCH OF A MIRACLE AS ‘AVATAR’. 
GLORIOUS AND ENTERTAINING FUN.’ 


los Anacles Cimes 


KENNETH TURAN 


‘ACTION, LAUGHS, TEARS... 

ITS EVERYTHING ae GO TO THE MOVIES FOR! 
JEAN DUJARDIN IS SIMPLY MARVELOUS. 
BERENICE BEJO IS DAZZLING. 

JOHN GOODMAN IS WONDERFUL AND 
JAMES CROMWELL IS PEERLESS.” 


Rofling Stone 


PETER TRAVERS 


THOAWS LANGAVNY as A LAY BY A\icHeL HAZANAVICIK 
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i a PLAYING IN SELECT CITIES ~ 


MINAJ: MICHAEL CAULFIELD/AMA2011/GETTY IMAGES; MONTEITH, MICHELE: CARIN BAER/FOX (2); ROBYN: JASON MERRITT/WIREIMAGE.COM: KRAVITZ: MIKE NELSON/EPA/CORBIS; CORNELL: PAUL ZIMMERMAN/GETTY IMAGES 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


+ ALBUMS 


THE CURE 

Bestival Live 2011 

On their fifth live album, the 
back-combed gods of ‘80s alt 
wisely favor beloved classics, 
reaching as far back as “Killing 
an Arab” (recast for these 
sensitive times as “Killing 
Another”). All 32 tracks are 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 

Please, Please, Please: 

A Tribute to the Smiths 
Morrissey and his (charming) 
men get the sweet-and-tender 
treatment from alt-pop types, 
including Sixpence None the 
Richer and Mandy Moore pal 
Mike Viola, who classes up “How 
Soon Is Now?” with movie-score 
strings. B —Mikael Wood 


+» SINGLES 


NICK] MINAJ 

“ROMAN IN MOSCOW” 
“Every trend, | introduce it,” 
brags Roman Zolanski, Nicki 
Minaj’s cartoonish alter ego, 
on her bombastic, siren-ringing 
teaser for the upcoming Pink 
Friday: Roman Reloaded, due 
in February. And it’s true: If any 


performed with the band's 
signature gloomy/giddy pas- 
sion. Listen with your lipstick 
smeared, A= —Missy Schwartz 


NERO Welcome Reality 
Already a sensation in their 
native U.K, the London dub- 
step duo now attempt to put 
the bass in your American 
face. Beneath the blistering 
beats, though, Reality reveals 
some serious electro-pop 
sparkle—see their zippy 

take on the Jets’ 1985 
mall-pop trifle “Crush on 
You.” B —Mikael Wood 


When a certain TV smash about singing 
teenagers asked Nate Ruess to cover his 
band fun/s “We Are Young,” it was a 
no-brainer. “We're insane musical-theater 
fans,” fun’s frontman tells EW. In the 
episode, New Directions celebrate their 
triumph at sectionals with the rousing, 
Queen-esque rocker. Hopefully it will 

lead viewers to the band's original, a duet 


woman can make rapping from 
the point of view of an angry 
gay man a “thing,” it’s Minaj. 
B —Melissa Maerz 


MADONNA “MASTERPIECE” 
On this spare downtempo 
lullaby that recalls the haunt- 
ing minimalism of mid-'90s 
», experiments like “Take a Bow” 
and “Frozen,” Madonna lets 
her raw voice luxuriate in 
vulnerability and subtle 
sweetness. Her Madgesty’s 
21st-century thaw is 
finally in full swing. B+ 
—Kyle Anderson 


A Glee Breakout Is Born 


The Fox hit closed out its Dec. 6 episode with a cover of buzzy New York band 
fun’s “We Are Young.” So what’s their story? Find out here. =TIM STACK 


fun’s Andrew Dost, Nate 
Ruess, and Jack Antonoff; 
(inset) Gige's Cory Monteith 
* ®™ and Lea Michele 


with intergalactic R&B star Janelle Monae, 
now on iTunes (it will also be on the 
band’s sophomore disc, Some Nights, due 
Feb, 21). As for their odd punctuation? 
“Well, fun? is even weirder,” jokes Ruess, 
29. “Fun! feels a little too forceful. And fun 
without any punctuation was already 
taken.” Either way, it sounds like they may 
have a hit on their hands—period. 


WHO’S 
PLAYING 


ON LATE-NIGHT & 
TALK SHOWS 


Saturday 
Night Live 
ROBYN 


MONDAY DEC 12 


The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno 
FOSTER THE PEOPLE 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
THE KOOKS 


The Late Show With 
David Letterman 
WILD FLAG 


The Tonight 
Show With 

Jay Leno 
LENNY KRAVITZ 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE 


WEDNESDAY DEC 14 


The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno 
COMMON 


The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show 
CHRISTINA PERRI 


THURSDAY DEC 15 


The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno 
ROBIN THICKE 


The Late Show With 
David Letterman 
MY MORNING JACKET 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
LENNY KRAVITZ 


The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno 
CHRIS CORNELL 


The Late Show 
With David Letterman 
GARY CLARK JR. 
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AUTHOR OF THE COMPLAINTS 


THE IMPOSSIBLE DEAD 


“ACS 


er 


The Impossible 
Dead 


Tan Rankin 


MYSTERY 
By Rob Brunner 


* 


a 


HE WORLD IS FULL of tough, thankless jobs, 
like trash collector or slaughterhouse processor 
or US. congressman. Working as an internal- 
affairs cop might not be quite that nightmarish, 
but as portrayed in Ian Rankin’s expertly crafted 
new police procedural, The Impossible Dead, it’s a 
pretty brutal business. Inspector Malcolm Fox, 
who toils for Edinburgh’s Complaints and 
Conduct department, endures endless hostility from his 
peers on the force, who openly doubt his loyalty and 
ability. Even Fox finds himself questioning what he does. 
Is he one of “the Complaints,” as they’re known, because 
he can’t really cut it as a proper detective? 

But while policing other cops might be an arduous career 
path, that outsiders-in-their-own-world setup makes for a 
gripping twist on the genre. The Impossible Dead is Rankin’s 
second book about Fox and his Complaints cohorts (the 
Scottish author ended his long-running and much-loved 
Inspector Rebus series in 2007), and it’s riveting stuff. 
The story begins simply, with Fox heading to nearby 
Kirkcaldy to investigate whether local cops lied to protect 
a corrupt colleague. But the case soon escalates into a 
knotty tale of murder and old secrets, set against the 
backdrop of radical Scottish separatists in the ’80s. 

Dead is not a thriller; it’s the kind of slowly unfolding 
mystery where much of the action involves policemen 
wandering around talking to people, trying to unravel 
riddles with just a notepad 
and a few expert questions. 
The running and shooting, 
when it ultimately comes, 
is the least exciting part. 

Rankin wrote 17 Rebus 
novels over the course of 
20 years, and it’s unclear if 
the Complaints characters 
can sustain that kind of run. 
But for now, Fox and friends 
are compelling enough to 
preserve Rankin’s rep as 
one of the great spinners of 
brainy crime fiction. A- 


MEMORABLE LINES 


“Part of the appeal 
of the Complaints 
had been its focus 
on rules broken 
rather than bones, 


on cops who 
crossed the line but 
were not violent 
men. Did that make 
him a coward? He 
didn’t think so.” 
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CORNWELL rr 


Your novels aren’t quite so stuffed 
with forensic-science detail these 
days. How come? 

I think we're at a real shift in what 
we want from crime fiction. I have 
seen in my own work that I have had 
to focus more on characters and 
their relationships as opposed to 
writing a procedural—a precise, cold 
following of a trail where someone 
collects the evidence, analyzes it in 
the labs, does an autopsy... 

So readers have gotten tired of 
straight procedurals? 

The number-one truth that people 
seem to have forgotten these days is 
that science doesn’t solve crimes, 
people do. It used to be that I thought 


TREASURER PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAD AT NEW YORK,NY. AND ADDITIONAL MALING OFFICES. 
TO ENTERTANIMENT EERILY: 
STEN TO THIS, THE MUST LIST AND THE SHAW REPORT ARE 


The Woman Who 
Made Crime Pay 


Patricia Cornwell—who patented the forensic-science thriller with her 
blockbuster Kay Scarpetta series—weighs in on Twitter, Jack the Ripper, 
murder scenes, and the future of crime fiction. —STEPHAN LEE 


US SUBSCRPTIONS S04 FOR ONE YEAR, CANAD POST PUBLICATIONS MAL AGREEMENT MD. 40000178 RETURN 
OEFKE BOX 30508, TAMPA, FL 33630-0608 CALL 800-274-6800, OR VISTT OUR WEBSITE AT WW WW 


Patricia 
Cornwell 


it was really fun to spend 10 pages 
describing a scene with a scanning 
electron microscope, and now 

it’s like, “Oh, who cares?” [Laughs] 

I mean, you can watch it on TV! 

Do you think this trend is 
entertainment-wide? 

Absolutely! Perfect example: 
Criminal Minds, which is one of my 
favorite shows on T'V. It has basically 
no forensics in it—no autopsies, no 
magic brushes with things glowing 
in the dark. It’s all psychological. It’s 
the total opposite of CSI, and I think 
people want that. It’s much more 
human-oriented and less technical. 
We're right back to where we 

were when Thomas Harris was 
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REVIEWS BOOKS 


yl 


writing Silence of the Lambs. We're 
fascinated by monsters—and those 
who chase them. 

Someone who can put himself—or 
herself—into the mind of a killer. 
That’s exactly right. You have to be 
able to conjure up a character who 
steps off the pages and haunts people. 
They actually start imagining that 
they meet somebody and think, “Wow, 
he kind of looks like what I imagine 
Sherlock Holmes looked like,” or 
“Wow, I feel like I just ran into Kay 
Scarpetta.” It’s like a lightning strike. 
The great literary detectives have 
one thing in common: their powers 
of observation. 

An FBI profiler once told me way 
back in the beginning of my career, 
“You know, when I go to a crime 
scene, what I’m really doing is I’m 
reading the emotions of the person 
who did it.” It’s like hieroglyphics. 
All of these things, whether an 
ashtray was moved, or the toilet was 
flushed or it wasn’t, or somebody 
made a sandwich while he was 
there—all of these things are 
painting a composite, a portrait, of 
the perpetrator. And frankly, I 
believe that people are a lot more 
interested in that than the DNA. It’s 
what we all, in fantasy, want to do: 
We want to go in that room because 
we want to know that story. 

But some technology does fascinate 
you, right? Like Twitter? 

I often have thought, “Wow, I wonder 
if certain historical figures, if they 
were alive today, if they would tweet.” 
And then I realized, “Of course they 
would.” Take Jack the Ripper. The 
only evidence that we have from those 
crimes are letters that he wrote to 
police and the public. If he were com- 
mitting these crimes today, I bet there 
would be anonymous tweets that he’d 
be finding some way to send using 
anonymizers and different ways, all 
these software packages, to avoid 
someone getting his IP address. = 
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Dear Media, o 
Please stop acting like this “4 
self-serving clown is a 
credible political pundit. 
xo, Bullseye 


E! executives scramble to find 
tiny camera crew to film Keeping 
Up With Kourtney’s Uterus. 
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Nicki Minaj Barbie Boardwalk Empire does its part to remedy TV's 
being auctioned for 7a 


shocking lack of Oedipus-complex story lines, 
charity. Baddest 9 P' P y es 


Bitch Skipper sold : , ‘ : 
separately. No shi rt, &.. ; 4 | ¢ ‘ 4 
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__J-Woww launches a new 


no.pants, 


fragrance, featuring if h 
notes of ashtray and no roblem: ‘ _*< _— 
Four Loko. 5 
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hame, \, 
se ee very . 
naked Michael 
Fassbender, 
- a buff 
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The distressingly awkward wedding 


kiss on TLC’s Virgin Diaries makes tablet near you. Go 
: us wish Me could put ahead, tap Bullseye. You 


chastity belts on our eyeballs. know you want to. 


Things we learned from the Kennedy Center Honors: 
President Obama has a crush on Meryl Streep; sticky buns 
make great hair accessories; Wonder Woman is still hot. 
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The Good Wife ay Lionel Richie honored with es 
gets its .™ humanitarian award. “We always ag 
groove back. knew he was a stand-up guy!” say zee 
= blind sculptors everywhere. az> 
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‘Soleil 
for Super Bowl 
halftime show. 

Your move, 
Puppy Bowl. 


Hilary Swank apologizes for 
Chechnya debacle on The 

Tonight Show, remains unrepen- Speaking of Oedipus... 

tant about PS. | Love You. —— 


> Watch Extra 
every Friday for more on the celebrities 
88 | EW.COM December 16, 2011 and stories featured in Bullseye 


Pop stars. Movie stars. Olympic stars. Culinary stars? 
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BELIEVE 


» IN GIVING 


(BELVEDERE)*° Special Edition is the same naturally smooth vodka that you 
know and love in a (PRODUCT)*" Special Edition bottle. For every bottle you 


give, or keep, we at Belvedere Vodka will contribute 50% of our profits to the 


Global Fund to invest in programs that help eliminate HIV/AIDS in Africa. 


Get more 


GG WE'RE REALLY MAKING 
A DIFFERENCE AND 
SO CAN YOU. 39 
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VODKA 


(PRODUCT)™” 
SPECIAL EDITION 


BOL A ND 


Belvedere is a quality choice. Drinking responsibly 1S TO. Beivesers Vodka 40% ALC NOL TROPROOF) 100% nétitral spirits distilled fromvtye grain. ©2011 Imported by MOM HentiessyUSA' Inc... New York 
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